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on the General Data Protection Regulation

CMS Business Breakfast: Experts in data protection law inform
companies on how to plug their GDPR gaps

The General Data Protection Regulation came into force almost six months ago and
yet many companies are still heavily preoccupied with it. There is no shortage of
outstanding questions, but also misunderstandings, reported CMS data protection law
experts Johannes Juranek and Reemt Matthiesen at the CMS Business Breakfast on

7 November, who gave numerous tips on how to get the matter of the GDPR off the
(work) table once and for all.

CMS data protection law experts Johannes Juranek, a CMS partner in Vienna, and Reemt
Matthiesen, a CMS partner in Munich, are constantly confronted with questions about the
following when advising their clients: how to process requests for access and erasure
correctly, what the actual data retention periods are, and how best to behave in the event of
the worst-case scenario of a data breach.

“To date we have advised plenty of Austrian, German and international companies on GDPR
matters. We have noticed that questions keep cropping up in the three aforementioned areas
in particular — and a lot of misunderstandings are also continuing to arise here,” explains
CMS partner Johannes Juranek. “For this reason, we felt that it was important at our
Business Breakfast to explain, in as practical a manner as possible, ways in which the
interface between the legal requirements and the operational work processes can function in
compliance with the GDPR,” adds Reemt Matthiesen, who advises companies on all aspects
of IT law.

With the issue of data erasure in particular there are constantly fundamental mistakes and
gaps in knowledge. For example, not every request for access and erasure automatically
means that such data must be erased. “Many people are not aware of this, and so we want
our clients to know that there are absolutely situations in which it is still possible to keep
data,” says Juranek. He also explains that the firm’s aim is to take away their clients’ fear of
retaining data and also to prevent them from “backing down immediately with every erasure
request”.

The invitation to the offices of the Viennese law firm was taken up once again by numerous
guests keen to receive an update on the General Data Protection Regulation and to discuss
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outstanding questions. For more information about the topic, please see
https://cms.law/en/AUT/Insight/ GDPR

CMS hot topics In 2018, CMS is hosting numerous events aimed specifically at companies
wishing to receive timely information about risk assessment and prevention. But alongside
Risk & Prevention, CMS Vienna is also inviting companies to exclusive information events
dealing with a second major topic area — Digital Economy — in order to present and discuss
increasingly important legal issues relating to FinTechs, cybercrime, smart contracts and ICO
(Initial Coin Offerings), etc.

Photos of the CMS Business Breakfast are available for free use here:
Picture 1 (f.l.t.r. Reemt Matthiesen and Johannes Juranek)
Picture 2 (f.I.t.r. Reemt Matthiesen and Johannes Juranek)

Picture 3 (f.I.t.r. Reemt Matthiesen and Johannes Juranek)

For further events at CMS in Vienna please refer to the cms.law website under Events.
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CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe. Because we are
specialists, our lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and
sophistication, both from a legal perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly-specialised
teams consisting of internationally experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law:
M&A, banking and finance, real estate, construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public
procurement.

We not only create sound legal solutions for you but also work to create pragmatic solutions, also with regards to
your commercial goals. Our solutions correspond as much as possible to your company’s business needs. We
operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kiev, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Skopje,
Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 17
offices across the CEE/SEE region. cms.law
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of Fortune 500 companies and the FT European 500 and for the majority of the DAX 30. Revenues totalled EUR
1,3bn in 2017.

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 19 expert practice and sector areas, including Corporate/M&A,
Energy, Funds, Lifesciences, TMC, Tax, Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition & EU, Dispute
Resolution, Employment & Pensions, Intellectual Property and Real Estate & Construction.

For more information, please visit cms.law

CMS offices and associated offices: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade,
Berlin, Bogot4, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf,
Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana,
London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Mexico City, Milan, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Paris, Podgorica,
Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Skopje, Sofia, Strasbourg,
Stuttgart, Tirana, Tehran, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.



