
equIP.  
helping start-ups scale
From start-up to scale-up – with the Legal Accelerator from CMS



Premium 
legal advice on 
attractive terms

50% discount on our 
standard hourly rates for 3 
years – up to EUR 25,000 

discount per year.

Contact with 
the most important 

players in the  
start-up scene 

 
Meet investors, decision 

makers and business 
partners at exclusive events.

Our 
International 

Network 
 

Use equIP at all participating 
CMS offices and expand 

with us across Europe and 
the world.

We have years of experience advising local and 
international start-ups on all legal and tax matters.  
We can act as your personal sparring partner and  
are always prepared to go the extra mile with you.

We organise exclusive events at which we offer you a 
stage to present your products and services to potential 
business partners and investors and to expand your 
network.

We have a strong sector focus on technology, media 
and telecommunications, energy, life sciences, biotech, 
fintech and digitalisation. We advise some of the largest 
technology companies worldwide and have an extensive 
network in the relevant industries as well as local and 
global start-up ecosystems.

What is equIP?

equIP membership lasts 3 years and offers the following benefits:

Participation in equIP is free of 
charge! Apply with your  

pitch deck at start-up@cms-rrh.com  
or cms.law/start-ups

To start and build a successful business, you need a good idea, determination and a strong  
team. We at CMS would like to be part of your team. 
That is why we have developed equIP, a legal accelerator especially for start-ups based on 
innovative business ideas or technologies.
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Seed round,  
Employment agreements, 

T&Cs, 
Commercial agreements,

Regulatory, 
Data protection

Feasibility 
check-up

Public
funding

IP healthcheck

ESOPs

Series A Series B/C

equIP consulting services

As a full-service law firm, we offer first-class legal advice 
in every legal field at more than 75 locations worldwide. 
Our start-up advice covers the following areas:

	—  Commercial: commercial agreements, cooperation 
agreements, research agreements, franchise 
agreements, supply agreements, general terms and 
conditions, representation in consumer protection 
matters.  

	— Corporate: advice on investment and financing 
structure and negotiation with shareholders and 
investors, articles of association and shareholders' 
agreements, advice on financing rounds and exit.  

	— Employment: employment and management 
agreements, employee shareholding programs,     
job advertisements, termination management.  

	— Funding Advice: search for & selection of suitable 
funding bodies, support in preparing an application, 
especially the legal requirements for funding 

	— Intellectual Property: licence agreements, 
trademark registration, trademark and patent 
litigation, employee inventions, protection of  
secrets, NDAs, strategic advice, IP health check.

	— IT & Data Protection: software agreements  
(project, development, implementation, maintenance, 
outsourcing), software-as-a-service, data protection 
review and business model structuring, international 
data transfers, privacy and cookie policies, website 
health check.  

	— Life Sciences: examining & implementing the  legal 
requirements concerning medical devices, drugs and 
addictive substances, as well as health care 
professions, e-health, clinical studies and MTAs. 

	— Media & Telecommunications: reviewing and 
implementing requirements concerning audiovisual 
media services, platforms, and telecommunications 
networks and services (e.g. advertisements, licence 
applications, general terms and conditions). 

	— Regulatory: examination of banking, capital market 
and insurance law requirements for business 
operations, trade law permits, advice on applications 
and representation before authorities. 

	— Tax: tax-optimised structuring, allocation of income  
in the case of intermediary corporate bodies, tax 
transparency in the separation between corporate and 
private sectors, employee share ownership schemes. 

The start-up road map and typical legal steps:

Concept Growth Maturity

Sale/IPO

Design Development LaunchWhere we join

CMS 
equIP
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Also use our  
start-up conditions  

for advising on 
investments and  

follow-up financing.

equIP offers  
start-ups an attractive 
package of advisory  
and support services 

including premium legal 
advice with an 

international focus.

Bundle several  
start-ups in one equIP 
slot and extends our 

discount to all of them.

Your CMS contacts

equIP for investors and VC funds

equIP can also be used by investors, venture capital 
funds, accelerators and incubators. Thanks to our 
considerable flexibility and straightforward communi-
cation culture, we can also assist a large number  
of start-ups with rapid and easily implemented legal 
advice.

For investors, venture capital funds, accelerators and 
incubators, we put together an individual package that 
is tailored to their specific needs.

Questions about start-up consulting or equIP?
 
Contact us at any time on +43 1 40443-0 or  
start-up@cms-rrh.com

Florian Mayer
Partner
Corporate Transactions
T	 +43 1 40443 7600
E	 florian.mayer@cms-rrh.com

Head of Start-up Desk
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Arno Zimmermann
Partner
Corporate Litigation
T	+43 1 40443 3900
E	arno.zimmermann@cms-rrh.com

Marie-Christine Lidl
Counsel
Corporate Transactions
T	 +43 1 40443 7900 
E	 marie-christine.lidl@cms-rrh.com

Stefan Paulmayer
Partner
Corporate Transactions
T	 +43 1 40443 7300 
E	 stefan.paulmayer@cms-rrh.com

Oliver Werner
Partner
Corporate Transactions
T	 +43 1 40443 5900 
E	 oliver.werner@cms-rrh.com

Gabriela Staber
Partner
IP / TMT / Commercial
T	 +43 1 40443 4800
E	 gabriela.staber@cms-rrh.com

Philipp Mark
Partner
Capital Markets
T	 +43 1 40443 5300
E	 philipp.mark@cms-rrh.com

Lukas Peissl-Lewisch
Partner
Corporate Litigation
T	 +43 1 40443 7700
E	 lukas.peissl@cms-rrh.com

Georg Gutfleisch
Partner 
Corporate Transactions
T	 +43 1 40443 7400
E	 georg.gutfleisch@cms-rrh.com

Bernhard Oreschnik
Lawyer
Corporate Transactions
T	 +43 1 40443 6900
E	 bernhard.oreschnik@cms-rrh.com

Mariella Kapoun-Reiter
Partner
Property & Procurement
T	 +43 1 40443 4100
E	 Mariella.Kapoun-Reiter@cms-rrh.com
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52,4% female

> 7,200
Lawyers

58% female

> 10,000
Staff

50
countries

87
cities

92
offices

19 Practice and Sector Groups 
working across offices

EUR 
2.073bn

turnover for 2024

56 new  
partners in 2024, 
taking the total  
to over  

1,300

CMS_FactsFigures_Simple_single_
page_A4_portrait_CMS_Red

CMS Facts and Figures
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Bogotá
Lima

Mexico City
Rio de Janeiro

Santiago de Chile
São Paulo

Silicon Valley *

Beijing
Bengaluru
Brisbane
Chennai
Gurugram
Hong Kong
Hyderabad
Mumbai
New Delhi
Shanghai
Singapore
Sydney

Aberdeen
Amsterdam
Antwerp
Barcelona
Belgrade
Bergen
Berlin
Bratislava
Bristol
Brussels
Bucharest
Budapest
Cologne
Dublin

Duesseldorf
Edinburgh
Frankfurt
Funchal
Geneva
Glasgow
Gothenburg
Hamburg
Istanbul
Kyiv
Leipzig
Lisbon
Liverpool
Ljubljana

London
Luxembourg
Lyon
Madrid
Manchester
Milan
Monaco
Munich
Oslo
Paris
Podgorica
Poznan
Prague
Reading

Rome
Sarajevo
Sheffield
Skopje
Sofia
Stavanger
Stockholm
Strasbourg
Stuttgart
Tirana
Vienna
Warsaw
Zagreb
Zurich

Abu Dhabi
Dubai
Muscat
Riyadh
Tel Aviv

Casablanca
Ebene

Johannesburg 
Luanda

Maputo
Mombasa

Nairobi

* Representative Office Africa Middle East Asia-Pacific

EuropeThe Americas

CMS_Map_A4_Full_page_ENG_
Neutral_CMS_Red

About CMS
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CMS Legal Updates subscription service

Sign up now for the free online email alert service delivering commentary, analyses and insights from CMS experts 
on the legal issues affecting your business, directly to your inbox.
cms.law/subscription

The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not purport to constitute 
legal or professional advice.

CMS is an international organisation of independent law firms (“CMS Member Firms”). CMS LTF Limited (CMS LTF) 
is a company limited by guarantee incorporated in England & Wales (no. 15367752) whose registered office is at 
Cannon Place, 78 Cannon Street, London EC4N 6AF United Kingdom. CMS LTF coordinates the CMS Member 
Firms. CMS LTF provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by CMS LTF’s CMS Member Firms 
in their respective jurisdictions. CMS LTF and each of its CMS Member Firms are separate and legally distinct 
entities, and no such entity has any authority to bind any other. CMS LTF and each CMS Member Firm are liable 
only for their own acts or omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are 
used to refer to some or all of the CMS Member Firms or their offices; details can be found under “legal information” 
in the footer of cms.law.

CMS locations:
Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Bengaluru, Bergen, Berlin, Bogotá, 
Bratislava, Brisbane, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Chennai, Cologne, Dubai, Dublin, 
Duesseldorf, Ebene, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, Geneva, Glasgow, Gothenburg, Gurugram, Hamburg, Hong 
Kong, Hyderabad, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Liverpool, Ljubljana, London, Luanda, 
Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Maputo, Mexico City, Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Munich, Muscat, Nairobi, 
New Delhi, Oslo, Paris, Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Riyadh, Rome, Santiago de Chile, São 
Paulo, Sarajevo, Shanghai, Sheffield, Silicon Valley, Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Stavanger, Stockholm, Strasbourg, 
Stuttgart, Sydney, Tel Aviv, Tirana, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

Further information can be found at cms.law
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