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CMS equIP:  
helping start-ups scale  
in Latin America



Helping you grow in Latin America

Starting, and building, a successful business takes a good idea, energy  
and determination plus the right opportunities and the right people.

Working with, and investing in, start-ups excites us here at CMS, particularly in Latin 
America. Working with entrepreneurs on bright ideas, fostering growth and 
innovation in the technology sector, and helping to support the stars of the future 
gets us out of bed in the morning.

As an early-stage business, legal advice may be pushed to the bottom of the priority 
list, not least due to the issue of cost. However, for a business to scale successfully, 
especially when investors are involved, having the right foundations is imperative.

Who are we?
 — Specialists in advising start-ups and companies operating in the technology 

sector in each of our Latin American offices, with experience helping businesses 
grow and globalise.

 — A full-service law firm with a strong sector focus in technology, media and 
telecommunications.

 — 5 offices and more than 200 lawyers in Latin America.
 — We work with some of the most important players in technology, as well  

as new and emerging digital disruptors.

Sector-focused legal 
advice at special 
discounted rates 
A 50% discount on our 
standard hourly rates.*

Introductions to relevant  
industry players
Whether it be like-minded 
entrepreneurs or investors, 
we know who you should  
be talking to.

Fixed fee services 
Includes an IP Health Check 
and advice on funding rounds, 
share schemes, employment 
and website T&Cs.*

Added value
Access to exclusive events, 
workshops and a regular 
member newsletter.

*  Consult specific conditions with the relevant office.



The start-up roadmap and  
typical legal considerations

Series A

Series B / C

Share 
schemes

Seed Round, 
Employment 
Agreements

IP healthcheck, 
Corporate 
healthcheck, 
Employment 
healthcheck, terms 
and conditions

Growth Maturity Sale / IPO

LaunchCMS equIP

Concept Design Development



Our fixed fee menu in Latin America

We offer legal services in several practice areas for fixed fees in order to give 
equIP members more certainty over their legal costs. Get in touch with your  
local country contact to find out more.

IP healthcheck  
IP can be vital for the future of your business. Our healthcheck service, delivered 
by our market-leading IP team, helps maximise this value for the life span  
of your company.

Fundraising
Access to capital is an essential part of your growth story, and we will use our 
experience and network of investors to help get the funding you need.

Share schemes
Share options provide a cost-effective means for you to recruit and reward 
employees as an alternative to significant salaries. We can help you implement 
mutually beneficial share-based reward structures.

Employment 
Keeping your talent happy is essential. EquIP gives you access to our 
employment law services to help you protect your company’s interests  
in a simple and cost efficient manner.

Website terms and conditions 
Our lawyers will apply their decades of online experience to your business, 
working for you to ensure you gain the trust of your consumers and potential 
investors while protecting your business.

Corporate 
It’s essential that you structure your business appropriately, anticipating future 
growth. Our team will help you guarantee that your corporate structure and 
bylaws are fit for purpose, now and when you grow.

Data protection 
Our data protection experts will evaluate your business or platform’s data 
protection compliance and suggest steps to take to manage and process data.



Brazil
Ted Rhodes
Partner
T +55 21 37 22 9831
E ted.rhodes@cms-cmno.com

Chile
Diego Rodríguez
Partner
T +56 22 485 20 73
E diego.rodriguez@cms-ca.com

Colombia
Juan Camilo Rodríguez
Partner
T +57 1 321 8910
E juan.rodriguez@cms-ra.com 

Lorenzo Villegas
Partner
T +57 1 321 8910
E lorenzo.villegas@cms-ra.com

Mexico
César Lechuga
Partner
T +52 55 2623 0552
E cesar.lechuga@cms-wll.com

Héctor González
Senior Associate 
T +52 55 2623 0552
E hector.gonzalez@cms-wll.com

Peru
Juan Carlos Escudero
Partner
T +51 1 513 9430
E juancarlos.escudero@cms-grau.com

Cecilia Kahn
TMC 
T +51 1 513 9430
E cecilia.kahn@cms-grau.com

Your contacts in Latin America

5 offices in 
Latin America

+50 partners + 200 lawyers Consistently 
recognised by TTR  

for number and  
total value of  

M & A transactions

Nominated by 
Chambers and 

Partners “Regional 
South America 

Practice of 2019”
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The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not purport to constitute 
legal or professional advice.

CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an organisation of  
independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by CMS EEIG’s member  
firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its member firms are separate and legally distinct entities,  
and no such entity has any authority to bind any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own  
acts or omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some  
or all of the member firms or their offices. 

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Beirut, Belgrade, Berlin, Bogotá, Bratislava, 
Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, 
Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, 
Luanda, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Mexico City, Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, 
Nairobi, Paris, Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, 
Sheffield, Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.
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Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com

The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not purport to constitute 
legal or professional advice.

CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an organisation of  
independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by CMS EEIG’s member  
firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its member firms are separate and legally distinct entities,  
and no such entity has any authority to bind any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own  
acts or omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some  
or all of the member firms or their offices. 

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Beirut, Belgrade, Berlin, Bogotá, Bratislava, 
Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, 
Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, 
Luanda, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Mexico City, Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, 
Nairobi, Paris, Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, 
Sheffield, Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.
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