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CMS secures victory in dispute about comments on looted 

artefacts 

 

 
 
 

Hamburg – On 13 February 2015, Freiburg Regional Court delivered a judgment in a dispute 

between a Freiburg-based dealer in antiquities and an archaeologist at the Roman-Germanic 

Central Museum in Mainz, Dr Michael Müller-Karpe. The court lifted an injunction banning 

the archaeologist from making critical comments regarding alleged looted artefacts from 

countries engaged in civil war. 

 

The dispute centred on comments made by the archaeologist in the ARD television 

documentary "Looted Heritage", broadcast on 20 October 2014. The programme dealt with 

the global trade in looted antiquities and the risk that items of unclear provenance have been 

acquired illegally in the country of origin. This risk is considered to be particularly high in 

countries torn by civil war, such as present-day Iraq and Syria. Freiburg Regional Court had 

initially prohibited the archaeologist from making statements along these lines and from 

suggesting that looted objects may be tainted with blood. 

 

The archaeologist contested the ruling, and the court has now reversed the decision and lifted 

the ban. In the appeal proceedings the archaeologist, represented by CMS partner Michael 

Fricke, argued that the incriminating statements did not refer directly to the firm that had 

brought the action. Furthermore, the remarks were to be seen as permissible expressions of 

opinion. The Regional Court appears to have accepted this line of reasoning. The written 

grounds for the judgment are not yet available; the decision is not yet legally binding. 
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Follow us on twitter: https://twitter.com/CMSHascheSigle 

 

About CMS Hasche Sigle: 

CMS Hasche Sigle is one of the leading commercial law firms in Germany. Proven specialists 

provide innovative advice that covers every conceivable national and international 

requirement. 

 

More than 600 lawyers, tax advisers and notaries support German and international 

companies across a wide range of different industries. Clients include successful SMEs, 

global corporations and public institutions. CMS Hasche Sigle has offices in eight major 

German business locations, as well as in Brussels, Moscow, Beijing and Shanghai. 

 

For more information, please visit www.cms-hs.com. 

 

About CMS: 

Founded in 1999, CMS is a top 10 international law firm, the largest in Europe, based on the 

number of lawyers (Am Law 2013 Global 100) and offers specialist advice in many different 

fields. With 59 offices in 33 countries across the world, employing more than 3,000 lawyers, 

CMS has longstanding expertise both at advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. 

CMS acts for a large number of Fortune 500 companies and the FT European 500 and for the 

majority of the DAX 30. 

 

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 19 expert practice and sector areas including 

Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition, Corporate/M&A, Dispute Resolution, 

Employment, Energy, Intellectual Property, Lifesciences, Real Estate, TMC and Tax. 

 

For more information, please visit www.cmslegal.com. 

 

CMS offices and associated offices: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, 

Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, 

Cologne,  Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Istanbul, 

Kyiv, Leipzig, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Mexico City, Milan, 

https://twitter.com/CMSHascheSigle
http://www.cms-hs.com/
http://www.cmslegal.com/
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Moscow, Munich, Muscat , Paris, Podgorica, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Sarajevo, Seville, 

Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich. 


