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Joint Venture of Swissport and Lufthansa 

CMS Achieves Clearance by German and Austrian Antitrust Authorities  

Brussels/Vienna – The Austrian antitrust authorities have cleared the proposed joint venture of 

Swissport and DLH Fuel Company mbH, a wholly owned subsidiary of Deutsche Lufthansa AG. The 

German competition authority had already approved the merger several days prior to the Austrian 

decision. The joint venture will deliver fuelling services at ten German and two Austrian airports. In 

the course of the transaction, Swissport takes over a major stake in AFS Aviation Fuel Services GmbH 

from Air BP, acquiring sole operational and financial control.  

A CMS team headed by the Brussels-based antitrust expert Michael Bauer as lead partner advised 

Swissport on all antitrust-law aspects of the transaction and handled and coordinated the necessary 

notification procedures in Germany and Austria. Antitrust expert Dieter Zandler supervised the 

notification procedures at the Austrian competition authorities. The German and Austrian competition 

authorities and the Austrian federal cartel prosecutor cleared the proceedings already in the first 

examination phase. 

Swissport is among the leading providers of ground services for passengers and cargo at airports the 

world over. With about 60,000 employees, Swissport is active at more than 255 locations in 44 

countries on five continents and generates consolidated operating revenue of CHF 3.0 billion. Through 

the joint venture, Swissport will extend its fuelling services and offer an even wider range of services 

to its customers.  

AFS has specialised in airport fuelling services and airport tank storage facility management in 

Germany and Austria since 1986 and is the largest provider of into-plane fuelling services in 

Germany.  

Lufthansa is Germany’s largest airline. The company offers scheduled flights and cargo transport 

services as well as related services. In 2014, 60 million passengers travelled with Lufthansa in a global 
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route network comprising 235 destinations in 78 countries. Lufthansa has stakes in several fuelling 

companies in Germany via its wholly owned subsidiary DLH Fuel Company mbH. 
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CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is blogging! Current, relevant and interesting articles from 

over 20 areas of expertise are available at http://blog.cms-rrh.com 

About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe. Because we are specialists, our 

lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and sophistication: both, from a legal 

perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly-specialized teams consisting of internationally 

experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: M&A, banking and finance, real estate, 

construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public procurement. We operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, 

Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kiev, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients 

a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 15 offices across the CEE/SEE region. www.cms-rrh.com  

About CMS 

Founded in 1999, CMS is a full-service top 10 international law firm, based on the number of lawyers (Am Law 2013 Global 

100). With 59 offices in 33 countries across the world, employing over 3,000 lawyers, CMS has longstanding expertise both 

at advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. CMS acts for a large number of Fortune 500 companies and the FT 

European 500 and for the majority of the DAX 30.  Revenues totalled €842m in 2013. 

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 18 expert practice and sector areas including Corporate, Energy, Funds, 

Lifesciences/Pharmaceuticals, TMT, Tax, Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition, Dispute Resolution, 

Employment, Intellectual Property and Real Estate & Construction. 

For more information, please visit www.cmslegal.com.  

 

http://blog.cms-rrh.com/
http://www.cms-rrh.com/
http://www.cmslegal.com/
http://blog.cms-rrh.com/

