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Nikola Tesla Airport

CMS Belgrade Advises Serbian Government on Concession Award
Process for Nikola Tesla Airport

A new operator has been selected for Serbia’s largest airport. Serbia has awarded
French company VINCI Airports, the fourth largest airport operator worldwide, a 25-
year concession. The total value of the agreement amounts to € 1.5 billion. CMS
Belgrade supported the Serbian government in this project, which ranks among the
strategically most important in the country.

About a year and a half after the start of the concession award process, Serbia has
confirmed VINCI Airports as the new operator of the Belgrade airport. The French company
will run the airport for the next 25 years and also committed to considerable investments to
further develop Nikola Tesla Airport as part of the agreement. VINCI’s offer worth € 1.5 billion
consists of € 501 million for the concession, an additional annual concession fee ranging
between € 4.5 and 16 million and the pledge to invest a further € 732 million.

A concession award process of such dimensions requires full-service legal advice as has
been offered by CMS in Serbia for many years. “Serbia went to great lengths to select the
right operator from all candidates. The award procedure was conducted in a way that
satisfied high international quality requirements, which goes to show that the Serbian
government easily lives up to European standards in terms of transparency. This has once
again strengthened Serbia’s standing as a favourable business location and attractive target
for investors”, says Radivoje Petriki¢, partner at CMS in Vienna and head of the CMS team in
Belgrade. In addition to CMS Belgrade, Lazard France, Orrick France and KPMG were part
of the consortium of advisors.

The CMS team in Belgrade headed by Radivoje Petriki¢ (partner, corporate law,
privatisations) and Maja Stepanovi¢ (partner, corporate law, PPP law) also includes Marija
TeSi¢ (partner, corporate law), NebojSa Pejin (attorney-at-law, tax law), Dragana Jandri¢
(attorney-at-law, real estate), Ljubinka Tubi¢ (attorney-at-law, public procurement law),
Jovana Bingulac (attorney-at-law, real estate, regulatory), Anja Tasi¢ (attorney-at-law,
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competition law), Mihajlo Matkovi¢ (attorney-at-law, public procurement law, regulatory) and
Dorde Popovi¢ (partner, infrastructure & projects).

A picture of Radivoje Petriki¢ are available for free use here.
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About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe. Because we are
specialists, our lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and
sophistication, both from a legal perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly-specialised
teams consisting of internationally experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law:
M&A, banking and finance, real estate, construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public
procurement.

We not only create sound legal solutions for you but also work to create pragmatic solutions, also with regards to
your commercial goals. Our solutions correspond as much as possible to your company’s business needs. We
operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kiev, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Sofia and
Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 15 offices
across the CEE/SEE region. cms.law

About CMS

Founded in 1999, CMS is a full-service top 10 international law firm, based on the number of lawyers (Am Law
2016 Global 100). With 71 offices in 40 countries across the world, employing over 4.500 lawyers, CMS has
longstanding expertise both at advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. CMS acts for a large number
of Fortune 500 companies and the FT European 500 and for the majority of the DAX 30. Revenues totalled EUR
1,05bn in 2016.

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 19 expert practice and sector areas, including Corporate/M&A,
Energy, Funds, Lifesciences, TMC, Tax, Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition & EU, Dispute
Resolution, Employment & Pensions, Intellectual Property and Real Estate & Construction.
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CMS offices and associated offices: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade,
Berlin, Bogota, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf,
Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana,
London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Medellin, Mexico City, Milan, Monaco, Montenegro, Moscow, Munich,
Muscat, Paris, Podgorica, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia,
Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Tehran, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.
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