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Press release

Vienna, 1 December 2009
PPP EXPERT THOMAS HAMERL LAWYER AT CMS

Thomas Hamerl joined the property/procurement team of the international law firm CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz in early December. The specialist in public-private partnerships (PPP) as well as construction and public procurement law with a focus on CEE returns to the legal profession, bringing his experience as in-house counsel in the construction industry to our law firm.
After Thomas Hamerl (39) graduated in law from the University of Vienna, he worked for two renowned Viennese law firms for several years, already specialising in PPP, public procurement and building law as well as anti-trust law. This work experience and his CEE expertise were also the reasons the international building corporation STRABAG hired him soon after. There, he not only headed the legal department for Austria but also the company-wide “Legal Practice Group PPP”. During this time, he was in charge of many large-scale PPP projects in CEE and handled many construction projects.
After one and a half years in the industry, he has now returned to the law profession, bringing with him a host of valuable insights. “Through this experience, I now understand the priorities of my clients much better and it also taught me how to speak ‘their language’ as a lawyer. However, I sort of missed the focus on a practice area and advising clients,” explains Thomas Hamerl, who is now doing exactly that at CMS. “For our clients Thomas Hamerl is a valuable addition to our team: he is a specialist who gained an insight into the industry from a company’s point of view in addition to his outstanding legal expertise, which is why he understands the needs of our clients so well,” Bernt Elsner, managing partner and head of the public procurement team says proudly about his new team member.
Focus on CEE

For many years, CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz has had the most sought-after law advisers in construction and public procurement law. By getting Thomas Hamerl on board, who is especially experienced in CEE, the law firm continues its strategy of being the primary source for advice in legal and tax issues in CEE for national and international companies. Clients of CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz can draw on the experience of overall about 500 legal advisers and tax law experts in seven CMS RHH locations and the whole CMS alliance.

A current picture of Thomas Hamerl is available at http://sites.cms-rrh.com/downloads/hamerl.zip  
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About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz was founded in Vienna in 1970 and has since emerged as one of the leading specialists in all areas of commercial and labour law. Highly-specialized teams consisting of internationally experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: M&A, banking and finance, real estate, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public procurement. The company operates offices in Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Kiev, Ljubljana, Sarajevo, Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients a team of more than 500 experienced specialists in 13 offices across the CEE/SEE region.
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the founding members of CMS, the association of leading European legal firms and tax consultants. At present, CMS operates a network consisting of more than 600 partners, 2,200 lawyers and tax consultants, and a total of 4,600 employees working on behalf of its clients.  www.cms-rrh.com 
About CMS
CMS aims to be recognised as the best European provider of legal and tax services. Clients say that what makes CMS special is a combination of three things:
Strong, trusted client relationships
High quality advice
Industry specialization
We combine deep local expertise and the most extensive presence in Europe with cross-border consistency and coordination.
CMS has a common culture and a shared heritage which make us distinctively European. CMS operates in 27 jurisdictions, with 53 offices in Western and Central Europe and beyond. CMS was established in 1999 and today comprises nine CMS firms, employing over 2,400 lawyers. CMS is headquartered in Frankfurt, Germany.
CMS member firms are: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy); CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P. (Spain); CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre (France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (The Netherlands); CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd. (Switzerland); CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany) and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz Rechtsanwälte GmbH (Austria).
CMS offices and associated offices: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Zurich, Aberdeen, Algiers, Antwerp, Arnhem, Beijing, Belgrade, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucharest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Cologne, Dresden, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Ljubljana, Lyon, Marbella, Milan, Montevideo, Moscow, Munich, Prague, São Paulo, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Utrecht, Warsaw and Zagreb.
The members of CMS are in association with The Levant Lawyers with offices in Abu Dhabi, Beirut, Dubai and Kuwait City.www.cmslegal.com
