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CMS Advises Winning Consortium on PPP Project for Zwettl Bypass Road 

A consortium of construction firms Swietelsky and Leyrer+Graf won the bid for the public-

private partnership (PPP) project for the Zwettl bypass road. CMS advised the successful 

consortium on all legal aspects up until the successful financing in late October. 

A few days ago, the EUR 158 million PPP project for the Zwettl bypass road was concluded. The 

newly established private contractor Umfahrung Zwettl Errichtungs- und Betriebsgesellschaft, formed 

by the construction companies Swietelsky and Leyrer+Graf, won the contract for project planning, 

construction and financing of the bypass road as well as for partial maintenance of the road for a 

contract period of 28 years. The construction services will be provided by ARGE Bau Umfahrung 

Zwettl, in which Swietelsky, Leyrer+Graf as well as Strabag hold stakes. 

CMS advised the consortium on all aspects of public procurement law, building contract law and 

merger control law (partners Bernt Elsner and Thomas Hamerl) as well as on financing matters 

(partner Günther Hanslik, attorney-at-law Anna Konopka). The European Investment Bank could be 

won for co-funding of the project.  

Public procurement law expert Bernt Elsner was in charge of the project and commented on its 

success, saying, “As one single consortium won the tender for planning, construction, financing and 

operation, cost-intensive interface management between planning and construction on the one hand 

and construction and operation on the other hand could be avoided. This entails a higher expenditure 

for the project, but overall allows for cost and quality optimisation for the entire life cycle. It would 

certainly make sense to use this concept, which has successfully been applied by the provincial 

government of Lower Austria already for the third bypass road project, more frequently in Austria in 

the future.” 

A picture of Bernt Elsner is available for free download at http://sites.cms-

rrh.com/downloads/elsner_bernt.zip 
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CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is blogging! Current, relevant and interesting articles from 

over 20 areas of expertise are available at http://blog.cms-rrh.com 

About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe. Because we are specialists, our 

lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and sophistication: both, from a legal 

perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly-specialized teams consisting of internationally 

experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: M&A, banking and finance, real estate, 

construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public procurement. We operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, 

Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kiev, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients 

a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 15 offices across the CEE/SEE region. www.cms-rrh.com  

About CMS 

Founded in 1999, CMS is a full-service top 10 international law firm, based on the number of lawyers (Am Law 2013 Global 

100). With 59 offices in 33 countries across the world, employing over 3,000 lawyers, CMS has longstanding expertise both 

at advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. CMS acts for a large number of Fortune 500 companies and the FT 

European 500 and for the majority of the DAX 30.  Revenues totalled € 842m in 2013. 

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 18 expert practice and sector areas including Corporate, Energy, Funds, 

Lifesciences/Pharmaceuticals, TMT, Tax, Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition, Dispute Resolution, 

Employment, Intellectual Property and Real Estate & Construction. 

For more information, please visit www.cmslegal.com.  
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