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CMS expands in Latin America 

• Latin American firms Carey & Allende (Chile), GRAU Abogados (Peru) and 

Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados (Colombia) join international, full-

service law firm CMS 

• The three new firms add to CMS’s existing presence in Brazil and Mexico, 

significantly expanding the firm’s footprint in Latin America 

• CMS now has 65 offices in 38 countries, with over 6,000 staff and more than 880 

partners, making it one of the most global law firms worldwide 

CMS, one of the top international law firms, has significantly expanded its presence in Latin 

America. From today, Carey & Allende (Chile), GRAU Abogados (Peru) and Rodríguez 

Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados (Colombia), all well-known, high-quality firms in their 

respective markets, have become part of CMS. The firm has been active in the region for a 

number of years, with well-established offices in Brazil and Mexico.  

CMS now has 65 offices in 38 countries and more than 880 partners and 6,000 total staff. 

The new firms will trade as CMS under the names CMS Carey & Allende, CMS Grau and 

CMS Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados. 

As a result of this expansion, CMS will be able to link clients in the region with leading legal 

experts worldwide, supporting their internationalisation and participation in cross-border 

transactions. At the same time, the CMS offices in five of Latin America's most dynamic 

economies will be connected to offer a seamless regional solution. 

With this move, CMS, already the largest law firm in Europe, continues to extend its global 

reach. Recently, the firm opened offices in Hong Kong and Tehran. In the UK, CMS will 

merge with the law firms Nabarro and Olswang, creating a new firm that will be the sixth 

largest in the UK by revenue. Additionally, CMS has a well-established presence in Africa, 

China and the Middle East, and is growing in Asia. 

http://cms.law/
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Expansion holds great potential for all participants 

Cornelius Brandi, Executive Chairman of CMS, commented, “Geographic expansion is 

often a part of our clients’ growth strategy. So, we move primarily into regions where we 

expect that there will be future opportunities for them. Latin America is a region with great 

potential and steady growth, making it attractive for international business.” 

Ramón Valdivieso, Managing Partner at CMS Carey & Allende, added, “Globalisation has 

also manifested itself in the legal services market, which is only beginning to be experienced 

in Chile. In the face of this, Carey & Allende has made the strategic decision to be part of a 

global firm that provides us with the best practices worldwide for the benefit of our existing 

clients. At the same time, we continue to drive our growth through work from the huge number 

of jurisdictions where CMS is present. This gives us an unmatched competitive advantage in 

Chile and is also a very attractive proposition for our lawyers.”  

Juan Carlos Escudero, Managing Partner at CMS Grau, added, “This is an excellent 

opportunity for our firm. We are developing strong ties with our natural partners in the region 

(Chile and Colombia) and will be part of a top tier global firm with a presence in new regions 

such as Europe and Asia.” 

Sergio Rodríguez Azuero and Guillermo Villegas, partners at CMS Rodríguez Azuero 

Contexto Legal Abogados, added, “Latin American clients are expanding their businesses 

into different jurisdictions all over the world and a significant number of foreign clients are 

increasingly entering the Latin American market. Joining CMS and becoming part of this 

impressive global firm allows us to better serve our clients’ global needs.” 

Clients will benefit worldwide 

Clients benefit from the advice of the expanded firm’s lawyers, who share a global vision and 

local experience that sets CMS apart – whether they are considering inbound investments 

into the region or are Latin American companies looking to grow internationally. With an 

increased presence in Latin America, CMS clients will be able to rely on a trusted partner 

with a full service offering across multiple markets worldwide: 

• CMS is a full-service top 10 global law firm that provides clients with specialist, 

business focused advice in law and tax matters. 

• CMS Carey & Allende currently has a 70-person team with more than 13 practice 

areas and has received industry recognition for its transactions and high quality 

service.  

• CMS Grau currently has more than 100 lawyers covering over 17 practice areas with a 

team that provides advice on all legal matters, including regulatory issues, transactional 

work and project development. 

• CMS Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados currently has a 65-person team, 

based in Bogotá and Medellin. Their expertise in Banking and Finance Law is widely 

recognised, not only nationally but throughout Latin America. 
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CMS Carey & Allende, CMS Grau and CMS Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados 

will bring their experience as well as specific knowledge of their local markets to the 19 

practices areas and sector groups at CMS.  

The new CMS offices‘ areas of expertise 

The three new firms have recognised expert teams in areas such as Financial & Banking 

Law, Capital Markets & Securities Law, Intellectual Property, Commercial & Civil Law, 

Corporate Law, Mergers & Acquisitions, Natural resources: Mining and Oil & Gas, Real 

Estate, Environmental Law, Projects and Infrastructure, Restructuring and Insolvency, 

Compliance, Risk Management, Prevention of Money Laundering, Combatting the Financing 

of Terrorism, Corruption and Smuggling of Goods, Litigation and Arbitration and Dispute 

Resolution, amongst others.  

Worldwide, CMS holds a leading position in sectors such as energy, telecommunications, 

infrastructure and financing, construction and real estate that are growth sectors in Latin 

America. With the integration of the new firms, CMS’s sector expertise will be deepened and 

expanded, both in Latin America and worldwide. 

Complete integration of the new office into the CMS 

CMS Carey & Allende, CMS Grau and CMS Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados 

will fully integrate into CMS, providing them with access to CMS resources and clients 

worldwide. CMS member firms share know-how, standards, processes and a central 

services unit. As part of CMS, they will jointly develop and pursue business opportunities with 

CMS colleagues worldwide.  

Duncan Weston, CMS Executive Partner for Global Development, added, “Our aim is to 

integrate leading firms that share our strategic vision which is based on a client-centric 

approach – in-depth knowledge of our clients’ businesses and an understanding of their 

specific needs. We are very pleased to welcome our colleagues from Carey & Allende, 

GRAU Abogados and Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados to CMS. With our 

combined expertise, we will offer our clients high-quality service, across all sectors and 

around the world.”  

Jorge Allende, Senior Partner at CMS Carey & Allende, added, “The integration of Carey 

& Allende into CMS is the result of a fruitful and long relationship with CMS Spain. We are 

honoured by the invitation we received to join this global firm and to initiate the incorporation 

of firms in Peru and Colombia as well, which add to the current presence of CMS in Mexico 

and Brazil. CMS will continue to identify new jurisdictions in Latin America, all of which leads 

us to be a better firm and to serve our clients in a more integral and effective way.”  

Juan Carlos Escudero from CMS Grau added, “Our incorporation into CMS will benefit not 

only our clients but also our associates, counsels, partners, IT team and the whole staff of 

our firm, who will immediately profit from CMS´s international expertise and technological 

platform.” 
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Sergio Rodríguez Azuero and Guillermo Villegas added, “This integration not only allows 

our firm to be part of the Pacific Alliance with CMS offices in Mexico, Peru and Chile but also 

to gain a foothold in Brazil. In addition, we will be present in all European capitals and in 

major business centres in Asia, the Middle East and Africa. Our firm is now truly global.” 

 

- ENDE - 
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This and other press releases can be downloaded from our home page under  
cms.law. 
 
About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe.  Because we are 
specialists, our lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and 
sophistication, both from a legal perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly-specialised 
teams consisting of internationally experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: 
M&A, banking and finance, real estate, construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public 
procurement.   
 
We not only create sound legal solutions for you but also work to create pragmatic solutions, also with regards to 
your commercial goals. Our solutions correspond as much as possible to your company’s business needs. We 
operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kiev, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Sofia and 
Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 15 offices 
across the CEE/SEE region. cms.law  
 

About CMS 

Founded in 1999, CMS is a full-service top 10 international law firm, based on the number of lawyers (Am Law 
2016 Global 100). With 65 offices in 38 countries across the world, employing over 3,400 lawyers, CMS has 
longstanding expertise both at advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. CMS acts for a large number 
of Fortune 500 companies and the FT European 500 and for the majority of the DAX 30. Revenues totalled EUR 
1,01bn in 2015. 

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 19 expert practice and sector areas, including Corporate/M&A, 
Energy, Funds, Lifesciences, TMC, Tax, Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition & EU, Dispute 
Resolution, Employment & Pensions, Intellectual Property and Real Estate & Construction. 

For more information, please visit cms.law 

CMS offices and associated offices: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, 
Berlin, Bogotá, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, 
Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, 
London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Medellín, Mexico City, Milan, Montenegro, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Paris, 
Podgorica, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, 
Stuttgart, Tirana, Tehran, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich. 

 

About CMS Carey & Allende 

Carey & Allende was founded in 1993 in Santiago de Chile. Its team of 45 lawyers has experience advising national 
and international clients. The firm has a strong focus on understanding its clients’ businesses, encouraging its 
lawyers to go beyond the legal perspective.  

mailto:kristijana.lastro@cms-rrh.com
http://cms.law/
http://cms.law/
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The firm has expertise in Corporate/M&A, Litigation, Tax Law, Real Estate, and Labour law as well as in the Energy, 
Hotel and Leisure, Mining, IT and Telecom sectors. 

More information: www.careyallende.com 

 

 

 

About CMS Grau 

GRAU Abogados was founded in 1934 in Lima by Miguel Grau Wiesse under the name of Estudio Grau. It is one 
of the most prestigious law firms in Peru with a team of over 100 lawyers  who can provide advice in any law matter, 
including transactional work, projects and regulatory advice. 

CMS Grau covers 17 practice areas, which are: Aviation; Bankruptcy and Restructuring; Competition, Antitrust 
and Consumer Protection; Corporate and Contracts; Dispute Resolution; Environmental Law; Finance and Capital 
Markets; Intellectual Property; Labour and Employment; Mergers and Acquisitions; Natural Resources: Mining; 
Natural Resources: Energy, Oil and Gas; New Technologies and Personal Data Protection; Projects and 
Infrastructure; Public Law; Real Estate and Land Use; and Tax and Foreign Investment. 

For more information, please visit: www.estudiograu.com 

 

About CMS Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados 

Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados was created from a merger of three of the most important law firms in 
Colombia: Rodríguez-Azuero Abogados, founded in 1980, and Contexto Legal and Contexto Intelectual created in 
2005 in the city of Medellín. 

Based on a close and personal relationship with its clients, a team of over 50 lawyers and a strong presence in 
Bogotá and Medellín, CMS Rodríguez Azuero Contexto Legal Abogados is one of the most prestigious and 
trustworthy law firms in Colombia and throughout Latin America, providing specialised and made-to-measure legal 
services to local and international clients alike. 

The firm’s international practice focuses on advising multilateral and multinational banks on complex financing 
operations; international companies on sector-specific regulatory issues and on mergers and acquisitions 
transactions; and international and domestic companies on large-scale expansions. Most of our lawyers, as well as 
being fluent in English, have a third language and extensive experience working in foreign jurisdictions. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.racla.com.co 

 

http://www.careyallende.com/
http://www.estudiograu.com/
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