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CMS advises Kreuzfahrtberater.de on sale to British operator
Cruise.co.uk

Leipzig — British cruise operator Cruise.co.uk, a portfolio company of Bridgepoint
Development Capital, is acquiring German online travel agency Kreuzfahrtberater.de for EUR
25 million. The acquisition will create a new European market leader with a presence in
Europe’s two largest cruise markets, Germany and the UK, and sales of more than EUR 250
million. The founders of Kreuzfahrtberater.de are reinvesting in the joint business venture and
will continue to hold important positions in the leadership team.

An international CMS team led by M&A lawyers Dr Jorg Lips and Dr Juliane Voigtmann
advised the shareholders of Kreuzfahrtberater GmbH on all legal aspects of the sale and
reinvestment. The German team was able to draw on its expertise in English law via lawyers
John Hammond and Pia Klages.

Founded in 2003 and based in Ahrensburg near Hamburg, Kreuzfahrtberater GmbH is an
online travel agency that specialises in cruises. As an independent travel operator, the
company works with national and international carriers and organisers of ocean and river
cruises. With more than 60 employees, Kreuzfahrtberater deals with over 40,000 customers a
year and is the technology leader in online cruise sales.

Cruise.co.uk is one of the UK’s leading travel agencies for cruises. The company has around
170 employees and the website receives 17 million visits each year. Cruise.co.uk is a portfolio
company of strategic investor Bridgepoint Development Capital, which acquired the travel
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operator in summer 2016 for EUR 52 million. A CMS team based in the UK provided legal
support for the sale in summer last year, advising the vendor, Risk Capital Partners.

CMS Germany

Dr Jorg Lips, Lead Partner

Dr Juliane Voigtmann, Counsel

John Hammond, Partner (UK Law)

Dr Jochen Lux, Partner

Dr Christoph Loffler

Pia Klages (UK Law)

Peter Ollesch, all Associates

Carien Schulten, Paralegal, all Corporate/M&A
Jesko Nobiling, Partner, Tax

Dr Rolf Hempel, Partner, Competition & EU
Dr Andreas Hofelich, Counsel

Dr Anja Schoder, Senior Associate, Employment/Pensions
Dr Heralt Hug, Partner

Stefan Schreiber, Senior Associate

Dr Hans-Christian Woger, Associate, all IP/IT

CMS Switzerland

Dr Stephan Werlen, Partner

Pascal Stocker, Associate, both M&A
David Hirlimann, Partner, Tax

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/CMSHascheSigle

About CMS Germany

CMS is one of the leading commercial law firms in Germany. More than 600 lawyers, tax
advisers and notaries advise SMEs and major corporations on all aspects of national and
international commercial law. CMS Germany has offices in eight major German business
locations, as well as in Beijing, Brussels, Hong Kong, Moscow, Shanghai and Tehran.

For more information, please visit cms.law
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About CMS

Founded in 1999, CMS is a top-10 international law firm, ranked by number of lawyers (Am
Law 2016 Global 100). With 71 offices in 40 countries across the world, employing over
4,500 lawyers, CMS has longstanding expertise both in its local jurisdictions and across
borders. CMS acts for a large number of Fortune 500 and FT European 500 companies and
for the majority of the DAX 30 members.

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 19 practice and sector areas, including
Corporate/M&A, Energy, Funds, Lifesciences, TMC, Tax, Banking and Finance,
Commercial, Competition & EU, Dispute Resolution, Employment & Pensions, Intellectual
Property and Real Estate & Construction.

CMS locations: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade,
Berlin, Bogota, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne,
Dubai, Dusseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong,
Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid,
Manchester, Medellin, Mexico City, Milan, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Paris,
Podgorica, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville,
Shanghai, Sheffield, Singapore, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tehran, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna,
Warsaw, Zagreb, Zurich.
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