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CMS publishes new Public Procurement e-guide  

Comprehensive overview of EU Public Procurement Directives and 22 national public 

procurement regimes 

CMS, the top 10 international law firm, today publishes its new e-guide to the legal framework 

covering public procurement across Europe. 

Public procurement is big business: direct purchasing by governments and state-owned enterprises 

averages 12% of GDP across the OECD, with spending by state-owned utilities doubling the figure in 

some countries. The legal framework for public procurement plays a key role in ensuring quality and 

fairness in competitive tendering and in delivering value for money for governments and taxpayers. 

New EU Public Procurement Directives came into force in April 2014 and some countries have partly 

already implemented new national procurement regimes, well ahead of the April 2016 deadline of 

implementation. While procurement rules are harmonizing across Europe, significant national 

differences remain. 

The new CMS e-guide answers key questions on the EU Procurement Directives and national 

procurement regimes in 22 countries: How can enterprises learn about and take part in procurement 

competitions? What thresholds apply? Which type of procedures are used and when? What are the 

rules on appeals against contract awards? 

Bernt Elsner, head of the CMS Procurement group and editor of the e-guide, commented: “Public 

procurement has a major impact on economic activity and public services across Europe, within the 

EU and beyond. In this new CMS e-guide we set out the key rules, thresholds and procedures for 

contracting authorities and suppliers. Our experienced public procurement specialists set out the 

landscape for public procurement competitions, highlighting the key similarities and important 

differences between national regimes. We hope the guide will further understanding and contribute to 

the smooth working of this important activity which affects so many businesses and consumers.” 

The CMS Public Procurement Guide is available at 

http://eguides.cmslegal.com/public_procurement_guide 
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CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is blogging! Current, relevant and interesting articles from 

over 20 areas of expertise are available at http://blog.cms-rrh.com 

About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe. Because we are specialists, our 

lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and sophistication: both, from a legal 

perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly-specialized teams consisting of internationally 

experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: M&A, banking and finance, real estate, 

construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public procurement. We operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, 

Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kiev, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients 

a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 15 offices across the CEE/SEE region. www.cms-rrh.com  

About CMS 

CMS provides clients with specialist, business focused advice in law and tax matters. With our 3,000 legal professionals 

across the world, working in sector-based teams and trained in project management, our focus is on our clients and fulfilling 

their objectives.  

In a competitive legal market, we stand apart through our deep commitment to understanding our clients´ business and the 

sectors and countries in which we operate. From major multinationals and mid-caps to enterprising start-ups, we provide the 

technical rigour, strategic excellence and long-term partnership to keep each client ahead whatever its chosen markets. For 

more information, please visit www.cmslegal.com.  
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