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CMS merger in Moscow to create a leading Russian legal services provider 
 
The merger announced today (28 November) between the Moscow offices of the three CMS firms that 
have operated in Russia, will create one of the most experienced and largest international law firms in 
Russia with over 130 lawyers, including 22 partners. 
 
The firms, CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre, CMS Cameron McKenna and CMS Hasche Sigle will 
merge their Moscow operations together and operate under the name CMS, as of 1 January 2009.  The 
CMS structure and operations in other cities and jurisdictions will remain unchanged.  
 
John Hammond, Managing Partner of CMS Hasche Sigle in Moscow, has been appointed Chairman of 
CMS in Russia.  He commented on this announcement, “Our combined strength and experience, 
gained over 15 years of CMS firms operating in Russia, means that we will be able to offer clients one 
of the largest international legal practices in Moscow alongside our detailed knowledge of the local 
market.  This merger brings together lawyers qualified in Russian, French, German and English law.  
The Russian legal market is highly competitive and continues to grow strongly.  Our expert industry 
sector teams offer clients a fully-integrated service in Russia.”   
 
David Cranfield, Managing Partner of CMS Cameron McKenna in Moscow, and Jean-François 
Marquaire, Managing Partner of CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre in Moscow, will become joint 
Managing Directors of CMS in Russia. The practice group leaders for CMS in Russia, will be Grant 
Williams (Banking and Finance), Leonid Zubarev (Commercial and Litigation), Irene Engel 
(Corporate), Steven Shone (Real Estate) and Stanislav Tourbanov (Tax). 
 
John Hammond said, “This was a logical next step for us to take in Moscow.  All three firms had been 
co-located already and collaborating on a wide number of major projects and client matters.  Through 
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this merger we can streamline things further. We will be able to offer a wider range of services and 
expertise to clients and put in place more efficient internal structures and processes. Meeting client 
requirements and providing them with an appropriate, tailored service is our priority and our goal is to 
continue to grow the office.”  
 
Cornelius Brandi, Chairman of CMS, said, “CMS is committed to developing market-leading practices 
in each of the jurisdictions where we operate.  CMS is firmly establishing itself as a top legal and tax 
services provider in Europe. We are already one of the five largest providers by jurisdictions covered, 
number of lawyers and turnover.  Greater alignment and integration within CMS is a very important 
process for us, and has delivered real benefits for clients. Our long experience in the Russian market 
makes it an ideal jurisdiction to innovate with our presence there to bring further benefits to our 
clients.”     
 
CMS in Moscow will move into new offices on Gogolevsky Boulevard from 1 January 2009.  Lawyers 
from CMS Cameron McKenna will start to move into the new office during November, followed by 
lawyers from the other two firms in January.     
 

- Ends -  
 

For more information, please contact Peter Sommer, Director of Brand Marketing on  
+49 69 71 701 500 or peter.sommer@cmslegal.com . 
 
CMS in Russia comprises over 130 lawyers, including 22 partners. CMS has over 16 years of 
experience in the Russian market, advising major international and domestic players on all legal 
aspects of their business. For more information please visit www.cmslegal.com/moscow . 
 
CMS is the Alliance of European law and tax firms of choice for organisations based in, or looking to 
move into, Europe. CMS provides a deep local understanding of legal, tax and business issues and 
delivers client-focused services through a joint strategy executed locally across 28 jurisdictions with 
56 offices in Western and Central Europe and beyond. CMS was established in 1999 and today 
comprises nine CMS firms, employing over 2,200 lawyers and is headquartered in Frankfurt, 
Germany.   
  
CMS nine member firms are: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy); CMS Albiñana & 
Suárez de Lezo (Spain); CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre (France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); 
CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (Netherlands); CMS von Erlach Henrici AG 
(Switzerland); CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany); and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz (Austria). 
www.cmslegal.com  
 
 
 


