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New Executive Director for CMS 
 
Frankfurt, 29 July 2021: The leading global law firm CMS today announced the appointment 
of Isabel Scholes as Executive Director, effective 1 October 2021. Currently, Director of 
Business Development, Marketing and Communications at CMS, she will succeed Matthias 
Lichtblau, who has held this position since 2013.  
 
As Executive Director, Isabel Scholes will have the overall responsibility for all operational 
functions of CMS Legal Services EEIG, the central service unit for all CMS member firms. She 
will also be a member  of the CMS Executive Team, which includes Chairman Pierre-Sébastien 
Thill and Executive Partner Duncan Weston. 
 
Isabel Scholes joined CMS in 2011 from Reuters where she was Head of News Marketing, 
EMEA. In her current role at CMS, she works closely with the Executive Team on strategic 
projects and is a member of the CMS Sustainability Committee. With an international team of 
35 people, she has spearheaded several key initiatives such as the restructuring of the 
international business development team, creating and launching the new CMS brand, running 
digital marketing campaigns and introducing global CSR initiatives. 
 
On the appointment of the first female Executive Director at CMS, Pierre-Sébastien Thill said, 
“I am delighted that Isabel has agreed to take on the role as Executive Director. This change 
comes at a time when firms have to adapt to a new business and working environment. So, 
we are particularly glad that someone with Isabel’s experience in business development, 
marketing and communications as well as her excellent knowledge of the professional services 
and B2B sectors will be joining our management team, bringing a fresh perspective to the role.” 
 
Matthias Lichtblau to leave CMS after eight years 
 
Matthias Lichtblau, who joined CMS in 2007 as Director of Business Development, Marketing 
and Communications at CMS Germany and was subsequently appointed as CMS Executive 
Director, has taken the decision to leave CMS. 

 
Reflecting on Matthias Lichtblau’s time at CMS, Pierre-Sébastien Thill said, “Matthias has 
played an integral role in shaping CMS into the organisation that it is today and for that we are 
very grateful. As head of our central service unit, he has successfully led a strong international 
team – covering all areas from business development, marketing and training to finance and 
IT. In this role and as a trusted member of the Executive Team, he contributed significantly to 
the success and growth of CMS. We thank him for his excellent work for CMS over the years 
and wish him all the best for the future.” 
Isabel Scholes commented, “Under Matthias’s leadership, the CMS Legal Services Team has 
grown in scope and size over the years and does a great job of supporting the 18 member 
firms that make up our organisation. Building on this, I see the key task in my new role as 
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twofold: First, ensuring the timely, high-quality delivery of operational services and key 
strategic projects to all our CMS member firms, supporting all of them equally well regardless 
of their size and capacity. Second, ensuring that CMS is able to adapt quickly to a world of 
ever-accelerating change, with innovative solutions that benefit our clients and our own 
people.” 
 
Matthias Lichtblau added, “It has been a privilege to have been part of CMS’s success story. 
Over the past years, we have successfully executed on our strategy, for example the 
expansion of CMS into Latin America, Africa and Scandinavia,  professionalised our global 
clients and business development initiatives, launched innovative tech products and built a 
world-class training programme – just to name a few key initiatives. Thank you to my team at 
CMS Legal Services and all colleagues from across CMS who helped make this possible.” 
 
 
 
Contact: 
Amanda Lietz 
Head of Communications 
+49 69 71701 509  
amanda.lietz@cmslegal.com 
 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
Founded in 1999, CMS is an integrated, multi-jurisdictional organisation of law firms that offers full-service legal 
and tax advice. With more than 70 offices in over 40 countries across the world and more than 5,000 lawyers, 
CMS has long-standing expertise both in advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. From major multi-
nationals and mid-caps to enterprising start-ups, CMS provides the technical rigour, strategic excellence and 
long-term partnership to keep each client ahead in its chosen markets.  
  
The CMS member firms provide a wide range of expertise across 19 practice areas and sectors, including Corpo-
rate/M&A, Energy & Climate Change, Funds, Life Sciences & Healthcare, TMC, Tax, Banking & Finance, Com-
mercial, Competition & EU, Dispute Resolution, Employment & Pensions, Intellectual Property and Real Estate. 
 
For more information, please visit cms.law 
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