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Precious resources need 
meticulous care
The challenges arising from data are countless and inescapable in our maturing technological 
landscape. To future-proof your organisation, and unlock opportunity from your data, you 
need alert and experienced lawyers who will deliver practical advice. Our team of experts 
includes former regulators who have been right at the heart of the development of the legal 
landscape in this critical area.

Clients turn to CMS to 
advise on global data 
privacy, protection and 
information security 
projects. Leading 
multinational companies, 
many of which hold large 
amounts of sensitive data 
and are heavily regulated, 
instruct us to advise on 
multi-jurisdictional projects.

Our teams are flexible in 
that they handle both large 
multinational projects but 
can also deep-dive for 
niche, country-specific 
advice. The teams are on 
the ground in the most 
dynamic regional hubs in 
Africa, speak the local 
language and understand 
the local laws – but 
crucially in a global context.

CMS has a knack for 
turning legal advice into 
practical solutions that 
make sense not just to 
your legal teams, but to 
your other employees, 
such as the HR function, 
or software engineers.

Pragmatism 
and business 
acumen

Global AND 

local
One-stop-shop

We can help  
you with

Internet of things

Consent

Cyber breach response 
“crash team”

Data subject  
rights

Information security 
& data breach 

management plan

International  
data transfers

Compliance  
audits

Privacy dawn raids 
and regulatory 
proceedings

Online cookies  
and tracking tech

Litigation  
and claims
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Selected experience

CMS is highly experienced in delivering data protection and information security projects  
for large multinationals and growing businesses alike. In addition to our extensive geographical 
scope across Africa and a pragmatic and commercial mindset, CMS is well-placed to turn legal 
advice into practical solutions for your business.

A South African fibre and 
mobile network construction 
solutions provider 

International online 
platform

Kenyan Corporates 

A global beauty & cosmetic 
brand 

Multinational 
pharmaceutical provider

A listed South African telco 

On their compliance with the 
requirements of South Africa’s 
data privacy legislation and 
localising their Global privacy 
policies (which had been drafted 
to comply with the EU GDPR).

On digital ID authentication legal 
and regulatory frameworks in 
Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Madagascar 
and Sudan.

On data breach and notification/ 
reporting obligations under data 
protection legislation in Kenya.

On a highly sensitive and confidential 
investigation into a cybercrime 
incident with resultant economic 
losses. Based on the investigative 
procedures performed, we advised 
on securing its IT systems & 
registration of a criminal case.

On the design and implementation 
of a solution for the platform’s data 
subject access request process, 
including resource, process and 
technology.

On the full spectrum of data 
protection issues arising from Kenyan 
data protection legislation particularly 
on the statutory obligations of data 
controllers and processors.

On the application of South Africa’s 
Data Privacy Legislation to the rollout 
of electronic and automation systems 
specifically focusing on sales 
(invoicing customers), purchases 
(receiving invoicing from suppliers) 
and storage of information. 

On several complex Ad Tech 
projects, including its sophisticated 
data-sharing arrangements and 
centralisation of its data 
management platforms.

In relation to its compliance 
with South Africa’s Data Privacy 
Legislation, the Protection of 
Personal Information Act No 4 
of 2013.

An American medical 
technology provider  

The World Bank 

A leading technology 
platform provider 

In Eswatini and Bolivia as regards to 
matters of privacy, data protection, 
data sharing, cybersecurity, 
interoperability, non-discrimination 
and inclusions, and the recognition 
and equivalence of digital 
transactions.

The World Bank 
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Data Law Navigator 

Want a quick snapshot of data privacy and 
cybersecurity laws in more than 30 countries?

Visit: datalawnavigator.com

Data protection tools 
and insight

GDPR Enforcement Tracker 

View a running list of fines and penalties which 
data protection authorities within the EU have 
imposed under GDPR.

Visit: enforcementtracker.com

 

The team is commercial, practical  
and responsive which helps get deals 
done smoothly. 

Legal 500, Angola

Market observers report that it is  
“a practice of very good quality“.

Chambers and Partners Global Guide

Prominent player offering multifaceted 
expertise and significant experience 
across the OHADA region.

Chambers and Partners Global Guide

Customer service, availability, 
dedication and knowledge of  
the subject and local legislation.

Chambers and Partners Global Guide

Our market-leading electronic information service provides 
regular updates on key legal issues. This tailored service 
enables you to keep up to date with the legal developments 
that matter to you. Register at cms-lawnow.com

Law-Now 

http://datalawnavigator.com
http://enforcementtracker.com
https://www.cms-lawnow.com/
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Our coverage

CMS is one of the most active law firms on the continent, with our six offices 
located in dynamic African hubs: Algiers, Casablanca, Johannesburg, Luanda, 
Mombasa and Nairobi, and a longstanding network of local correspondents and 
trusted relationships with law firms in most other countries across the continent.

Tunisia

Mauritania

Burkina Faso

Benin

Côte d’Ivoire

Nigeria

Togo

Senegal

Guinea

 Mali

Côte d’Ivoire

Cameroon

Cameroon
Central African Republic

Equatorial Guinea
Nairobi (Kenya)Rwanda

Uganda

Ethiopia

Gabon

Luanda
(Angola)

Zambia

Namibia

Madagascar

 Mozambique

Republic of 
the Congo

Republic of the Congo

Democratic 
Republic of 
the Congo

Niger

Egypt

Chad

Johannesburg (South Africa)

Sierra Leone

Mombasa (Kenya)

Eritrea

Guinea-Bissau

Our offices

Countries where we have 
advised on transactions

Tanzania

Djibouti

Botswana

 Burundi

Zimbabwe

South Sudan

Sudan

Malawi

Swaziland

Lesotho

Mauritius

Somalia

 Comoros

Liberia

Cape Verde

São Tomé  
and Príncipe

Seychelles

Ghana

Casablanca  
(Morocco) Algiers

(Algeria)
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CMS Africa at a glance

> 120 experts 6 offices in 
African hubs

Services in French, Arabic, English & 
Portuguese

Deals completed in over 40 African 
countries between 2016–2020

Legal 500
Ranked in 21 categories (5 in tier 1) 
6 leading lawyers, 2 Hall of fame

Chambers
Ranked in 5 categories (1 band 1)  
9 ranked lawyers (2 band 1)

Specialist Africa-focused teams in Africa, 
France, Portugal, the Middle East, Asia 
and the UK
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Get in touch

Anglophone Region
Julius Wako
Nairobi
  T +254 20 429 7000
  E julius.wako@cms-di.com

Zaakir Mohamed
Johannesburg
  T +27 (0) 63 620 6022
  E zaakir.mohamed@cms-rm.com

Hugo Coetzee
London
  T +44 20 7367 3395
  E hugo.coetzee@cms-cmno.com

Emma Burnett
London
  T +44 20 7367 3565
  E emma.burnett@cms-cmno.com

Arabic-speaking region
Amine Sator
Algiers
  T +213 21 69 48 26
  E amine.sator@cms-fl.com

Marc Veuillot
Casablanca
  T +212 522 22 86 86
  E marc.veuillot@cms-fl.com

Francophone & OHADA Region
Pierre Marly
Paris
  T +33 1 47 38 56 10
  E pierre.marly@cms-fl.com

Deana d’Almeida
Paris
  T +33 1 47 38 43 28
  E deana.dalmeida@cms-fl.com

Lusophone region
Alberto Galhardo Simões
Lisbon
  T +351 21 095 81 00
  E alberto.simoes@cms-rpa.com

Luís Borba Rodrigues
Luanda
  T +244 933 865 867
  E luis.borbarodrigues@lbr-legal.com
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Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com

The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not purport 
to constitute legal or professional advice. It was prepared in co-operation with local attorneys.

CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an  
organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely  
provided by CMS EEIG’s member firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its member 
firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has any authority to bind any other. 
CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or omissions and not those of each 
other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all of the member  
firms or their offices; details can be found under “legal information” in the footer of cms.law.

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Beirut, Belgrade, Bergen, Berlin, 
Bogotá, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, 
Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, 
Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luanda, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Mexico City, 
Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Nairobi, Oslo, Paris, Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, 
Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Shanghai, Sheffield, Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, 
Stavanger, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

cms.law

https://www.cms-lawnow.com
https://cms.law/en/int/

