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World-class State aid specialists 

State aid is a highly technical area of EU law and has generated a wide range of 
evolving case law. 

Compliance with State aid rules is therefore an issue in any public intervention that 
involves State resources. State aid can indeed occur whenever a public authority  
or undertaking grants a selective advantage to undertakings to the detriment of 
others. It can distort competition and affect trade between Member States, which 
is harmful to consumers and undertakings in the EU.

State aid issues are usually quite complex, requiring a high level of expertise, 
in-depth knowledge and pragmatism.

CMS has a dedicated team of legal specialists to advise on State aid-related matters. 
Our State aid specialist lawyers take a thorough approach to legal detail and can 
also stand back and take a wider view to deliver the best results.

Our experience covers all aspects of State aid: fiscal incentives, rescue and 
restructuring aid, aid for infrastructures, services of general economic interest, 
regional aid, RDI aid, aid for environmental, aid for energy, etc. 

CMS State Aid Group 

The CMS State Aid Practice Area Group comprises 40 State aid law specialists 
practicing State aid law in 17 jurisdictions being located in 20 cities in Europe  
and beyond – all committed to assist you.
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Broad Sector Experience 

CMS State aid specialists have particular expertise in following industry sectors: 
 — Air, maritime and rail transport sectors 
 — Energy 
 — Financial Services 
 — Postal sector
 — Telecoms 
 — Multifunctional and sport infrastructure 
 — Manufacturing 

Our services in State aid matters

CMS lawyers represent both public authorities and private companies on all 
aspects of the State aid rules. This includes:

 — Legal assessment of the existence of an aid and its compatibility
 — Set up of aid schemes
 — Assistance to public authorities in the notification of State aid 
 — Assistance to public authorities or beneficiaries in State aid investigations  

by the European Commission
 — Drafting and lodging complaints before the European Commission
 — Litigation before national and EU Courts

Leading individuals 

CMS lawyers in many countries have shaped the State aid legal development through 
numerous publications, lectures and representations as well as involvement in studies 
on State aid for the European Commission. This in-depth know-how and experience 
is accessible in all CMS jurisdictions because the CMS team is used to interacting 
seamlessly across all the countries in which we operate.
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CMS Austria

Bernt Elsner
Partner
T  +43 1 40443 1800
M  +43 664 60443 1800

E  bernt.elsner@cms-rrh.com
Languages: German, English

Marlene Wimmer-
Nistelberger
Associate
T  +43 1 40443 1804

E   marlene.wimmer-nistelberger@
cms-rrh.com

Languages: German, English

CMS Belgium

Annabelle Lepièce
Partner
T  +32 2 743 69 34
M  +32 478 29 32 04

E  annabelle.lepiece@cms-db.com
Languages: French, English, Dutch 

Marguerite Soete
Associate
T  +32 2 674 85 51
M  +32 474 34 76 97

E  marguerite.soete@cms-db.com
Languages: French, English, Spanish, 
Dutch

Marie Vandenneucker
Associate
T  + 32 2 674 85 73
M  + 32 474 24 22 27

E  marie.vandenneucker@cms-db.com
Languages: French, Dutch, English
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CMS Bulgaria

Assen Georgiev
Partner 
T  +359 2 921 9936
M  +359 89 933 2778

E  assen.georgiev@cms-cmno.com
Languages: Bulgarian, English

Gentscho Pavlov
Partner 
T  +359 2 447 1350
M +359 886 800803

E  gentscho.pavlov@cms-rrh.com
Languages: Bulgarian, German, English 

CMS Croatia
Bardek, Lisac, Mušec, Skoko in cooperation  

with CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz

Marija Zrno
Partner
T  +385 1 4825 606
M  +385 91 4825 606

E  marija.zrno@bmslegal.hr
Languages: Croatian, English

Hrvoje Bardek
Partner
T  +385 1 4825 605
M  +385 91 4825 605

E  hrvoje.bardek@bmslegal.hr
Languages: Croatian, English
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CMS Czech Republic

Tomas Matejovsky
Partner
T  +420 296 798 852
M  +420 602 472 744

E  tomas.matejovsky@cms-cmno.com
Languages: Czech, English, French

Lenka Krutakova
Senior Associate
T +420 296 798 759
M +420 739 246 917

E  lenka.krutakova@cms-cmno.com
Languages: Czech, English

CMS France

Claire Vannini
Partner
T  +33 1 47 38 43 59
M  +33 6 89 59 75 24

E  claire.vannini@cms-fl.com
Languages: French, English

Eleni Moraïtou 
Associate
T  +33 1 47 38 56 55
M  +33 6 72 65 85 33

E  eleni.moraitou@cms-fl.com
Languages: French, Greek, English, 
German

Augustin Brière de la 
Hosseraye
Associate
T  +33 1 47 38 41 74

M  +33 6 61 62 43 36
E   augustin.brieredelahosseraye@

cms-fl.com
Languages: French, English
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CMS Germany

Michael Bauer
Partner
T  +32 2 6500 425
M +49 173 283 13 22

E  michael.bauer@cms-hs.com
Languages: German, English, French

Roxana Kruse
Associate
T  +32 2 65 00 421
M +49 151 40 44 82 87

E  roxana.kruse@cms-hs.com
Languages: German, English, Dutch

Helmer Krane
Associate
T  +32 2 6500 417
M +49 172 1840024

E  helmer.krane@cms-hs.com
Languages: German, English

CMS Hungary

Dóra Petrányi
Partner
T  +36 1 483 4820
M  +36 30 202 0777

E  dora.petranyi@cms-cmno.com
Languages: Hungarian, English, 
German, French

Szabolcs Szendrő
Senior Associate
T  +36 1 483 4896
M  +36 30 388 8745

E  szabolcs.szendro@cms-cmno.com
Languages: Hungarian, English, 
German
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CMS Netherlands

Edmon Oude Elferink
Partner
T  +32 26 5004 54
M  +32 4 79 133 647

E  edmon.oudeelferink@cms-dsb.com
Languages: Dutch, English, French, 
German 

Roderick Nieuwmeyer
Associate 
T  +32 26 5004 56
M  +32 4 79 709 604

E  roderick.nieuwmeyer@cms-dsb.com
Languages: Dutch, English, German, 
French, Italian

CMS Poland

Małgorzata Urbanska
Partner
T  +48 22 520 55 55
M  +48 609 100 711

E   malgorzata.urbanska@ 
cms-cmno.com

Languages: Polish, English

Krzysztof Sikora
Associate
T  +48 22 520 55 17
M  +48 693 545 323

E  krzysztof.sikora@cms-cmno.com
Languages: Polish, English 
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CMS Portugal

Luís Miguel Romão
Partner
T +351 21 095 81 00
M  +351 91 031 51 07

E  luis.romao@cms-rpa.com
Languages: Portuguese, English, 
Spanish, French

CMS Romania

Cristina Popescu
Senior Counsel
T +40 21 407 3811
M  +40 724 574 321

E  cristina.popescu@cms-cmno.com 
Languages: Romanian, English

Claudia Nagy
Senior Associate
T +40 21 407 3948
M  +40 757 059 542

E  claudia.nagy@cms-cmno.com 
Languages: Romanian, English
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CMS Slovakia

Petra Čorba Stark
Partner 
T  +421 222 111 501
M  +421 940 637 825

E  petra.corbastark@cms-cmno.com 
Languages: Slovak, English, Hungarian

Peter Šimo
Partner 
T  +421 2 3214 1414
M  +421 911 251 911

E  peter.simo@cms-rrh.com
Languages: Slovak, German, English, 
Czech, Russian 

CMS Slovenia

Aleš Lunder
Partner
T  +386 1 620 5216
M  +386 41 788 600

E  ales.lunder@cms-rrh.com
Languages: Slovenian, German, English, 
Croatian, Serbian 

Robert Kordić
Associate
T  +386 1 620 5210
M  +386 30 478 240

E  robert.kordic@cms-rrh.com
Languages: Bosnian, Croatian,  
German, Serbian, Slovenian, English
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CMS Spain

Carlos Vérgez
Partner
T  +34 91 451 92 80
M  +34 681 333 246

E  carlos.vergez@cms-asl.com
Languages: Spanish, English, French 

Aida Oviedo Martínez
Senior Associate
T  +34 91 451 93 39
M  +34 606 906 263

E  aida.oviedo@cms-asl.com
Languages: Spanish, English, French, 
Italian 

CMS Switzerland

Marquard Christen
Partner
T  +41 44 285 13 32
M  +41 79 407 61 21

E  marquard.christen@cms-vep.com
Languages: German, English, French, 
Spanish, Dutch

Fabian Martens
Counsel
T  +41 44 285 13 34
M  +41 79 912 00 00

E  fabian.martens@cms-vep.com
Languages: German, English, French, 
Japanese 
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CMS United Kingdom

Graeme Young
Partner
T  +44 207 367 2906
M  +44 7814 752 508

E  graeme.young@cms-cmno.com
Languages: English, French, Italian 

Russell Hoare
Partner
T  +44 20 7524 6787
M  +44 7887 051855

E  russell.hoare@cms-cmno.com 
Language: English

Brian Sher
Partner
T  +44 20 7524 6453
M  +44 7776 225 604

E  brian.sher@cms-cmno.com 
Languages: English, French
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CMS Competition Group

countriesCompetition lawyers cities

34 45200+ 

Largest network with 
strong local roots

Top quality advice

The CMS Competition & EU Group is one 
of the largest competition teams in 
Europe and at the same time the most 
wide-spread in terms of countries covered.

We tirelessly build up expertise with 
the sole aim of understanding better 
the needs of our clients. 

 — Global network in Europe including 
CEE Switzerland and Turkey as well 
as China, Singapore, Africa and 
Latin America

 — Outside “CMS countries” together 
with the World Law Group

 — Strong local expertise
 — One-stop-shop solution across 

Europe and beyond

 — Acting in all areas of competition law
 — Specialisation in particular sectors 

e.g. automotive industry, banking & 
finance, consumer products, energy, 
infrastructure & projects, insurance, 
lifesciences, hotel & leisure, real 
estate & construction, technology, 
media & communications

 — Involved in landmark cases
 — Track record of 50 years of experience

Focus on clients’ needs
 — Cartel and other proceedings and 

leniency applications
 — Abuse of dominance
 — Private enforcement
 — EU and national merger control

 — Horizontal restraints
 — Vertical restraints
 — Competition compliance
 — Regulatory compliance in sectors 

such as electricity, gas, water and 
telecommunications.
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Client-centric
You, the client, are at the heart of our business – whether you are a large or small 
organisation. Our emphasis is not just on being great technical lawyers, but really 
understanding your business and your key objectives. One way we do this is by 
organising CMS into sector groups that operate locally and internationally. CMS’s 
international sector specialists take pride in understanding your industry and 
engaging with your company-specific issues.

We deliver added value services based on real client needs, such as Law-Now 
which provides easy-to-access, practical and timely knowledge that matters to 
your business. CMS expands to meet client needs, moving into countries where 
we can make a difference to your business. Recent examples include our new 
offices in Dubai and Mexico, which we set up to support our energy clients 
operating there.

World vision
Our sector insight means we immerse ourselves in the world of your business and 
we make sure we understand the global business issues you are facing. We have 
deep local expertise in your most significant jurisdictions as well as all the major 
global centres and we have established CMS in emerging markets in line with 
client needs. CMS professionals act as trusted partners, managing your global 
projects and transactions wherever you need us.

Appendix: About CMS

A
pp

en
di

x:
 A

bo
ut

 C
M

S

16  |  CMS State aid Group Contact Card



Performance-driven
We work with you to define what success means for you and your organisation 
and we focus on making it happen. CMS takes pride in first-class execution and 
project management – we deliver results, not just opinions. We will actively ask for 
your feedback to help us assess and improve our performance.

Delivering Client Service
We take the same approach to service delivery everywhere, based on a common 
training programme and a shared understanding of what our clients value most.
We provide you with management information to help you manage your account 
with us, covering areas such as invoicing, matter progress, fees, work in progress 
(WIP) along with bespoke reports on other factors specific to your business and 
your needs.

Your satisfaction with our performance drives our efforts to continuously improve 
our service. Through regular exchange of information and independent feedback 
we identify opportunities to reach higher levels of efficiency and effectiveness in 
service delivery and act upon them.
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CMS practice area and  
sector groups

 — Banking & Finance 
 — Commercial
 — Competition & EU
 — Corporate / M&A
 — Dispute Resolution
 — Employment & Pensions
 — Intellectual Property
 — Public Procurement
 — Real Estate & Construction
 — Tax 
 — Consumer Products
 — Energy & Climate Change
 — Funds
 — Hotels & Leisure
 — Insurance
 — Infrastructure & Project Finance
 — Life Sciences & Healthcare
 — Private Equity
 — Technology, Media & 

Communications

Facts & Figures
76 offices
70 cities
43 countries

Europe:
Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Republic of North Macedonia, 
Monaco, Montenegro, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Ukraine and United Kingdom

Outside Europe:
Algeria, Angola, Brazil, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Kenya, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, Mexico, Morocco, Oman, 
Peru, Singapore, South Africa and 
United Arab Emirates

> 1,100 partners
> 4,800 lawyers
> 8,000 total staff

Total annual revenues:
EUR 1.36bn (2018) 

Appendix: About CMS
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Bogotá
Lima

Mexico City
Rio de Janeiro

Santiago de Chile

Beijing
Hong Kong
Shanghai
Singapore

Algiers
Casablanca
Johannesburg 
Luanda
Mombasa
Nairobi

Aberdeen
Amsterdam
Antwerp
Barcelona
Belgrade
Berlin
Bratislava
Bristol
Brussels
Bucharest
Budapest
Cologne
Duesseldorf

Edinburgh
Frankfurt
Funchal
Geneva
Glasgow
Hamburg
Istanbul
Kyiv
Leipzig
Lisbon
Ljubljana
London
Luxembourg

Lyon 
Madrid
Manchester
Milan
Monaco
Moscow
Munich
Paris
Podgorica
Poznan 
Prague
Reading
Rome

Sarajevo 
Seville
Sheffi eld
Skopje
Sofi a
Strasbourg
Stuttgart
Tirana
Utrecht
Vienna
Warsaw
Zagreb
Zurich

Dubai
Muscat
Riyadh

Middle East Asia-Pacifi cAfrica

EuropeThe Americas

Locations worldwide
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Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles  
on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com

The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not purport 
to constitute legal or professional advice.

CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an  
organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely  
provided by CMS EEIG’s member firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its  
member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has any authority to bind  
any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or omissions and not  
those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all  
of the member firms or their offices. 

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bogotá, Bratislava, Bristol,  
Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal,  
Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, 
London, Luanda, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Mexico City, Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Moscow, 
Munich, Muscat, Nairobi, Paris, Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Riyadh, Rome, 
Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sheffield, Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, 
Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

cms.law


