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Enforcement of the United Kingdom’s Bribery Act — Facilitation Payments

To Whom It May Concern

The United Kingdom'’s Bribery Act 2010 provides in clear terms that it is a crime for any
individual or company with a UK presence to bribe a public official. This includes
“facilitation payments” — money or goods given to a public official to perform, or speed
up the performance of, an existing duty.

Facilitation payments are illegal under the Bribery Act 2010 regardless of their size or
frequency.

This absolute prohibition is consistent with the United Nations Convention against
Corruption, which similarly does not allow any exception for the use of facilitation
payments. It is also consistent with the policy of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), which in 2009 agreed to prohibit or discourage
the making of such payments.

The Serious Fraud Office is the lead agency for the enforcement of the Bribery
Act 2010. Individuals and companies that use facilitation payments in the course of
their business are at risk of criminal prosecution in the UK.

The Serious Fraud Office is working with colleagues in the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (FCO) and other UK Government departments to disseminate this message. If a
UK individual or company is asked to make a facilitation payment in the course of doing
business overseas, they are actively encouraged to inform the FCO via the local

embassy, high commission or consulate. A report will then be sent to the Serious Fraud
Office.

The Serious Fraud Office will decide on the best course of action. This may involve
communicating the information to a law enforcement agency in the country where the
request was made, so that appropriate measures can be taken against the relevant
public official.

The UK Government and the Serious Fraud Office are committed to stamping out
bribery and upholding the rule of law. The Serious Fraud Office stands ready to take
effective action against the use of facilitation payments, regardless of where they are
requested.
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