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How we provide security for you,  
your family, your business and your wealth

We advise and represent entrepreneurs, managers, wealthy 
individuals and their families, as well as banks, asset managers 
and family offices, in the fields of wealth and succession 
planning. At a time of economic, political and regulatory 
uncertainties and increasing family, professional and 
ideological mobility, CMS supports you with specific 
strategic, practice-orientated and cross-border solutions.

Our private client specialists have cross-disciplinary expertise 
in the fields of inheritance, family, real estate, corporate 
and tax law. In these fields, we also advise and represent 
clients in contentious proceedings before national and 
international courts and other bodies. 

In addition to their expertise and proven professional 
competence, the lawyers of our private client teams are 
characterised by personal values, which, especially in the 
area of private clients, are the essence of sustainable 
relationships based on mutual trust.

Our advice focuses on the client and his needs. We are 
committed to providing tailored solutions addressing the 
specific concerns and requirements of your individual 
situation, your family and your business and your 
succession plans. 
.

Our range of services for private clients 
and entrepreneurs especially include:

 — Estate planning, estate administration and devolution, 
will execution

 — Wills, inheritance agreements, forced heirship issues
 — Matrimonial property agreements (prenups)
 — Gifts and advancements on inheritance (optimised with 

regard to taxes and forced heirship rules)
 — Contingency plans, living wills and powers of attorney
 — Legal wealth planning and structuring
 — Foundations and trusts, corporate foundations, family 

partnerships and other independent asset-holding 
structures

 — Mergers and acquisitions, shareholders‘ agreements, 
corporate law succession plans

 — Tax planning, audits of structures, assistance in 
sophisticated tax matters 

 — Family constitutions for complex entrepreneurial families
 — Advising banks, asset managers and family offices 
 — Litigation, arbitration and alternative dispute resolution 

including shareholder and financial disputes
 — Relocation, residence, domicile and work permits, 

naturalisation and denaturalisation
 — Associated matters such as employment law issues, 

housing & real estate, art management, organisation of 
family meetings

There is no freedom without security. 

Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767–1835)
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Wealth and succession planning

If a family internal succession is not an option, many 
alternatives are available, such as the sale to management 
or investors, the transfer to a corporate foundation or  
an IPO.

For family entrepreneurs it is often of utmost importance to 
preserve the family business for the next generation, 
safeguard the independence of the family business and 
ensure that its management is in good hands. Implementing 
these goals in the best way possible is the purpose of our 
advice to you and your family.  
 

Focus:
 — Corporate law succession clauses
 — Wills, inheritance agreements and matrimonial 

property agreements

 — Restructuring, management investments,  
strategic partnerships, corporate foundations

 — Economic and tax optimised transfer concepts

Business succession

Due to our expertise in all legal areas and industry sectors, 
we are able to provide you with strategic solutions and 
minimise your succession risks. Our advice covers all succession 
and wealth related questions. However, in general, the 
focus lies on business succession, international succession 
planning and estate administration and devolution.

Many are hesitant about planning their own wealth and 
business succession – jeopardising the continuity of the family 
wealth and business. In fact, it is sensible and professional 
to make use of personalised legal and tax advice. By this 
means you are able to manage your financial and estate 
planning concerns in an optimal manner and ensure the 
preservation of family wealth.  
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They have significantly increased their international offering in the area of succession planning by 
using the European CMS network… 

JUVE Handbook, 2011 / 2012

The vast majority of our lawyers have legal experience of 
working with several different countries and also personal 
work experience abroad. With the personal expertise and 
the international background of our lawyers, we are able to 
advise our clients in cross-border issues of wealth succession 
in an expert and comprehensive manner.

With a main or secondary residence or other assets abroad, 
or a foreign nationality in the marriage or family, the foreign 
matrimonial property and inheritance law, in addition to 
the inheritance tax law, must always be considered. 

Focus:
 — Establishment of national and international wills
 — Arrangements for the harmonisation of the  

applicable international inheritance laws

 — Advice on optimal use of international tax laws
 — Advice on relocation abroad
 — Trusts and foundations

International succession

The duties of an executor include the monitoring of 
compliance with legal requirements and conditions as well 
as the regulating of children‘s issues and matrimonial property 
regime. Our inheritance law specialists are often entrusted 
with this office. The execution of a will in appropriate form 
facilitates both the implementation of a client’s succession 
wishes and proper estate administration.

In many cases, the estate administration and devolution 
might be optimised significantly with the appointment of 
an executor or trustee. This ensures that a trusted third 
party enforces the will of the deceased after his or her 
death in the best possible manner.

Focus:
 — Fulfilment of legacies
 — Dispute avoidance between the heirs
 — Monitoring of applicable requirements and  

conditions
 — Compliance with forced heirship rules

 — Disputes within the community of heirs
 — Settlement of tax matters in the various concerned 

countries
 — Long-term management of the estate, if necessary
 — Establishment of foundations 

Executorship
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Tax advice

We advise you on national and international tax laws 
aiming at improving your individual tax situation and 
avoiding unnecessary tax risks. Thereby, tax optimisation  
is not simply an end in itself but rather is matched with 
your personal, family and entrepreneurial background.

A sustainable tax optimisation requires a thorough analysis 
of your individual situation, your projects and the international 
environment. Private clients and entrepreneurs often have 
sophisticated demands regarding advice on property tax, 
income tax, capital gains tax, gift and inheritance tax. 
 

Focus:
 — International tax planning
 — Tax advice in connection with independent 

asset-holding structures (such as corporate 
foundations and trusts)

 — Tax issues related to a change of residence
 — Advice on double tax treaties

 — Advice on local and cross-border inheritance and 
gift tax issues

 — Structure audits and subsequent tax declarations
 — Tax proceedings and negotiations with tax 

authorities
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Relocation, residence and naturalisation

CMS has extensive experience with issues related to 
relocation, work and residence permits and 
naturalisation. To make it easier for our clients and  
their families to get used to the new environment, we also 
assist you, for example, with the search for residential real 
estate, communication with authorities and even the 
selection of schools for your children.

The increase in geographical and professional mobility 
inevitably leads to international marriages and family 
complications and, consequently, also to issues of business 
and asset allocation in the international context. Cross-
border relocation, dual residence, work assignments 
abroad, change of nationality and domicile for private or 
business reasons are not the exception any longer, but 
more and more the standard. 

Focus:
 — Advice on relocation abroad
 — Assistance with residence and work permits,  

as well as with naturalisation

 — Advice on property search, administrative  
procedures, schools for children

 — Inheritance, tax and labour law

Quidquid agis prudenter agas et respice finem  
– Whatever you do, do it wisely and consider the outcome. 

Aesop (600 BC)
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Lifetime planning

The ability to preserve the family wealth, to tie it up and 
thereby to guarantee appropriate levels of support for and 
from family members is becoming more and more important. 
Our advisory concept includes questions such as: is your 
family protected and able to deal adequately with a serious 
accident or death? Does a contingency plan exist? If so,  
is it watertight not only in the country of residence, but 
also abroad?

Optimal succession planning is long-term in nature and has 
to encompass the possibility of transfers of assets during 
the lifetime. In addition to gift or inheritance tax issues, it 
is often desired to have daughters and sons gradually grow 
into future responsibilities, to assure the smooth transfer of 
assets and responsibility to the next generation and to define 
clear rules for potential emergencies.  
 

Focus:
 — Contingency planning
 — Anticipated succession
 — Gift agreements
 — Precautionary powers of attorney

 — Living will
 — Foundation and trust structures
 — Life and annuity insurances

Preventative and long-term planning

We find that each family office is unique and its structure 
must be chosen individually based on the assets, 
concerns and needs of the family and the family‘s 
aims. We can advise you in this area relying on many years 
of experience and offering tailored solutions. We have been 
advising some family offices for over three generations.

More and more, we see wealthy private clients and their 
families wishing to have the financial and non-financial 
aspects of their wealth organised and strategically aligned 
through a family office. 

Focus:
 — Succession and estate planning
 — Estate administration and devolution
 — Tax planning and optimisation
 — Asset structuring with trusts, foundations or 

other independent asset-holding structures
 — Advice in the areas of real estate, art and  

shareholdings

 — Administration, documentation as well as  
reporting and controlling

 — Establishment of family constitutions and  
organisation of family meetings

 — Legal arrangements for banking and fund  
structures

Family Offices
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establishment and administration of charitable foundations 
and non-profit organisations.

We advise and assist our clients in their philanthropic 
activities. Our services range from selection and 
verification of beneficiaries of charitable donations to the 

Focus:
 — Establishment and support of foundations and 

non-profit organisations
 — Administration of foundations

 — Application of funds‘ monitoring
 — Tax optimisation
 — Negotiations with supervisory and tax authorities

Philanthropy / charity

We advise our clients on legal, administrative and 
logistical matters related to art and, if required, collaborate 
with acknowledged external experts. Through our network 
partners we are able to offer all services concerning art.

For some of our clients a passionate and financially 
important issue is their private art collection. Artworks 
often represent a substantial investment and require 
special treatment with regards to wealth, estate and 
succession planning. 

Focus:
 — Assistance on all types of transactions related to 

art (purchase, sale, distribution and exhibition)
 — Drafting and reviewing of contracts
 — Organisation of worldwide transports and  

insurances

 — Advice on financing and pledging of works of 
art as well as on escrow transactions

 — Insurance issues
 — Tax issues including VAT
 — Import and export issues

Art

Through our network partners, we are able to offer a 
variety of services including acting as an agent for 
purchases and sales.

We assist you in legal, administrative and logistical issues 
with regard to drafting contracts, financing, management, 
licensing and the import and export of vehicles, aircrafts 
and boats of all kinds. 

Focus:
 — Drafting and reviewing of contracts (purchase, 

sale, financing, leasing)
 — Preparation and monitoring of licensing,  

registration and / or approval procedures

 — Insurance issues
 — Tax issues including VAT
 — Import and export issues

Cars, aircraft and yachts
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Dispute Resolution

We advise our clients on contentious proceedings before 
courts and authorities. Our attorneys have extensive 
experience in both court and arbitration procedures.

For the settlement of disputes, often non-governmental 
dispute resolution mechanisms such as mediation, arbitration 
or creative alternative solutions should be considered.

 
Additional services

CMS maintains trusted and long standing relationships with 
banks, financial advisors, insurance companies, accountants 
and industry-specific consultants at home and abroad as 

well as with multi-family-offices and trust companies, 
auction houses and brokers.



 
CMS – your trusted advisers
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CMS offers the experience and expertise of more 
than 2,800 lawyers and tax advisers in 54 locations 
across 29 countries in Europe and beyond – a wider 
European presence than any other law firm. 

We combine deep, local expertise and the most 
extensive presence in Europe with cross-border 
consistency and coordination. Thus, we offer local advice 
as well as the services of our global specialists under one 
roof. We operate cost-consciously and transparently. Our 
fees are based on agreements tailored to your specific 

needs. All this allows us to meet the high demands and 
expectations of our clients, forge and maintain long-term 
and trusted relationships and provide our clients with 
individually tailored, multi-jurisdictional legal services in  
an efficient manner.

Our ability to achieve such is proven by our regular 
top positions in relevant rankings and the long-term 
relationships we maintain with our clients, their 
families and enterprises.

In today’s world, one should speak three languages: a regional, a national and an international.
 

Indira Gandhi (1917–1984)



12 | Private Clients – security for you, your family, your business and your wealth

Our offices

Albania
Tirana
CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola  
Scamoni Sh.p.k.
Rr. Sami Frashëri
Red Building – 1 Floor
Tirana 1001, Albania
T +355 4 430 2123
F +355 4 240 0737 

Algeria
Algiers
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre
Rue du parc
16035 Hydra, Algiers, Algeria
T +213 2 137 0707
F +213 2 136 6686

Austria
Vienna
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Rechtsanwälte GmbH
Gauermanngasse 2
1010 Vienna, Austria
T +43 1 40443-0

F +43 1 40443-90000

Belgium
Antwerp
CMS DeBacker
Uitbreidingstraat 2
2600 Antwerp, Belgium
T +32 3 20601 40
F +32 3 20601 50

Brussels
CMS DeBacker
Chaussée de La Hulpe 178
1170 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 2 74369 00
F +32 2 74369 01

Brussels
CMS Derks Star Busmann
CMS EU Law Office
Avenue des Nerviens 85
1040 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 2 6500 450
F +32 2 6500 459

Brussels
CMS Hasche Sigle
CMS EU Law Office
Avenue des Nerviens 85
1040 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 2 6500 420
F +32 2 6500 422

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Sarajevo
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz d.o.o.
Ul. Fra Anđela Zvizdovića 1
71000 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
T +387 33 94 4600
F +387 33 94 4690

Brazil
Rio de Janeiro
CMS Cameron McKenna 
Consultores em Direito Estrangeiro
Travessa do Ouvidor, 5 – Sala 6.01
Centro, Rio de Janeiro, RJ
CEP 20040-040, Brazil
T +55 21 3722 9831
F +55 21 3723 6815

Bulgaria
Sofia
Pavlov and Partners Law Firm 
in cooperation with 
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 
4, Knyaz Alexander I Battenberg Str., fl. 2 
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
T +359 2 447 1350
F +359 2 447 1390

Sofia
Petkova & Sirleshtov Law Office
in cooperation with
CMS Cameron McKenna
Landmark Centre
14 Tzar Osvoboditel Blvd.
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
T +359 2 92199 10
F +359 2 92199 19

China
Beijing
CMS, China
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
Beijing Representative Office (UK)
Room 1901, Building A
Sanlitun SOHO Centre,
Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100027, China
T +86 10 8527 0259
F +86 10 8590 0831

Shanghai
CMS, China
CMS Hasche Sigle
Shanghai Representative Office
2801 Plaza 66, Tower 2 
1266 Nanjing Road West 
Shanghai 200040, China 
T +86 21 6289 6363
F +86 21 6289 0731

Croatia
Zagreb
CMS Zagreb
Ilica 1
10000 Zagreb, Croatia
T +385 1 4825 600
F +385 1 4825 601

Czech Republic
Prague
CMS Cameron McKenna v.o.s.
Palladium, Na Poříčí 1079/3a
110 00 Prague 1, Czech Republic
T +420 2 967 98111

F +420 2 210 98000

France
Lyon
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre 
Lyon
174 rue de Créqui
CS 23516
69 422 Lyon cedex 03, France
T +33 4 78 95 47 99
F +33 4 78 60 58 30

Paris
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre
1–3, villa Emile Bergerat
92522 Neuilly-sur-Seine Cedex, France
T +33 1 4738 55 00

Strasbourg
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre
1, rue du Maréchal Joffre
67000 Strasbourg, France
T +33 3 902214 20
F +33 3 882202 44

Germany
Berlin
CMS Hasche Sigle
Lennéstraße 7
10785 Berlin, Germany
T +49 30 20360 0
F +49 30 20360 2000

Cologne
CMS Hasche Sigle
Kranhaus 1
Im Zollhafen 18
50678 Cologne, Germany
T +49 221 7716 0
F +49 221 7716 110
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Dresden
CMS Hasche Sigle
An der Dreikönigskirche 10
01097 Dresden, Germany
T +49 351 8264 40
F +49 351 8264 716

Duesseldorf
CMS Hasche Sigle
Breite Straße 3
40213 Duesseldorf, Germany
T +49 211 4934 0
F +49 211 4934 120

Frankfurt
CMS Hasche Sigle
Barckhausstraße 12–16
60325 Frankfurt, Germany
T +49 69 71701 0
F +49 69 71701 40410

Hamburg
CMS Hasche Sigle
Stadthausbrücke 1–3
20355 Hamburg, Germany
T +49 40 37630 0
F +49 40 37630 40600

Leipzig
CMS Hasche Sigle
Augustusplatz 9
04109 Leipzig, Germany
T +49 341 21672 0
F +49 341 21672 133

Munich
CMS Hasche Sigle
Nymphenburger Straße 12
80335 Munich, Germany
T +49 89 23807 0
F +49 89 23807 40110

Stuttgart
CMS Hasche Sigle
Schöttlestraße 8
70597 Stuttgart, Germany
T +49 711 9764 0
F +49 711 9764 900

Hungary
Budapest
Ormai és Társai
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
YBL Palace
Károlyi utca 12
1053 Budapest, Hungary
T +36 1 483 48-00
F +36 1 483 48-01

Italy
Milan
CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni
Via Michelangelo Buonarroti, 39
20145 Milan, Italy
T +39 02 4801 1171
F +39 02 4801 2914

Rome
CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni
Via Agostino Depretis, 86
00184 Rome, Italy
T +39 06 4781 51
F +39 06 4837 55

Luxembourg
Luxembourg
CMS DeBacker Leclère Walry
70, route d’Esch
1470 Luxembourg, Luxembourg
T +352 26 2753 1
F +352 26 2753 53

Montenegro
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz d.o.o. 
Bulevar Svetog
Petra Cetinjskog 120/III
81000 Podgorica, Montenegro
T +382 20 416070
F +382 20 416071

Morocco
Casablanca
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre
7, rue Assilah
20000 Casablanca, Morocco
T +212 522 22 86 86
F +212 522 48 14 78

The Netherlands
Amsterdam
CMS Derks Star Busmann
Mondriaantoren – Amstelplein 8A
1096 BC Amsterdam, The Netherlands
T +31 20 30163 01
F +31 20 30163 33

Utrecht
CMS Derks Star Busmann
Newtonlaan 203
3584 BH Utrecht, The Netherlands
T +31 30 2121 111
F +31 30 2121 333

Poland
Poznań
CMS Cameron McKenna in Poznan
Głogowska 31/3 st.
60–702 Poznań, Poland
T +48 22 520 83 00
F +48 22 520 83 33

Warsaw
CMS Cameron McKenna
Dariusz Greszta Spółka Komandytowa
Warsaw Financial Centre
Ul. Emilii Plater 53
00-113 Warsaw, Poland
T +48 22 520 5555
F +48 22 520 5556

Portugal
Lisbon
CMS Rui Pena & Arnaut
Rua Sousa Martins, 
1050 – 218 Lisbon, Portugal
T +351 210 958 100
F +351 210 958 155 

Romania
Bucharest
CMS Cameron McKenna SCA
S-Park
11–15, Tipografilor Street
B3–B4, 4th Floor, District 1
013714 Bucharest, Romania
T +40 21 4073 800
F +40 21 4073 900

Russia
Moscow
CMS, Russia
Gogolevsky Blvd.,11
119019 Moscow, Russia
T +7 495 786 4000
F +7 495 786 4001

Serbia
Belgrade
Petrikić & Partneri AOD
in cooperation with
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Cincar Jankova 3
11000 Belgrade, Serbia
T +381 11 3208900
F +381 11 3208930
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Slovakia
Bratislava
Ružička Csekes s.r.o.
in association with members of CMS
Vysoká 2B
811 06 Bratislava, Slovakia
T +421 2 3233 3444
F +421 2 3233 3443

Slovenia
Ljubljana
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Bleiweisova 30 
1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
T +386 1 62052 10
F +386 1 62052 11

Spain
Barcelona
CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo
Avenida Diagonal 605
08028 Barcelona, Spain
T +34 93 494 10 22
F +34 93 494 10 83

Madrid
CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P.
Calle Génova, 27
28004 Madrid, Spain
T +34 91 4519 300
F +34 91 4426 045

Seville
CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P.
Avda de la Constitución, 21– 3°
41004 Seville, Spain
T +34 95 4286 102
F +34 95 4278 319

Switzerland
Zurich
CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd
Dreikönigstrasse 7
P.O. Box 2991
8022 Zurich, Switzerland
T +41 44 285 11 11
F +41 44 285 11 22

Ukraine
Kyiv
CMS Cameron McKenna LLC
6th Floor, 38 Volodymyrska Street
01030 Kyiv, Ukraine
T +380 44 39133 77
F +380 44 39133 88

Kyiv
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz TOV
19B Instytutska St.
01021 Kyiv, Ukraine
T +380 44 500 1718
F +380 44 500 1716

United Kingdom
Aberdeen
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
6 Queens Road
Aberdeen AB15 4ZT, Scotland
T +44 1224 6220 02
F +44 1224 6220 66

Bristol
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
2 College Square
Anchor Road
Bristol BS1 5UE, England
T +44 207 367 3000
F +44 207 367 2000

Edinburgh
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
2nd Floor
7 Castle Street
Edinburgh EH2 3AH, Scotland
T +44 131 226 3626
F +44 131 220 7670

London
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
Mitre House
160 Aldersgate Street
London EC1A 4DD, England
T +44 20 7367 3000
F +44 20 7367 2000

London
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
80 Leadenhall Street
London EC3A 3BP, England
T +44 20 7367 3000
F +44 20 7367 2000
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CMS Legal Services EEIG is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an organisation of independent member firms.  
CMS Legal Services EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by the member firms in their respective jurisdictions.  
In certain circumstances, CMS is used as a brand or business name of, or to refer to, some or all of the member firms or their offices. CMS Legal 
Services EEIG and its member firms are legally distinct and separate entities. They do not have, and nothing contained herein shall be construed 
to place these entities in, the relationship of parents, subsidiaries, agents, partners or joint ventures. No member firm has any authority (actual, 
apparent, implied or otherwise) to bind CMS Legal Services EEIG or any other member firm in any manner whatsoever.

CMS member firms are:  
CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy);  
CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo (Spain);  
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre S.E.L.A.F.A. (France);  
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK);  
CMS DeBacker SCRL/CVBA (Belgium);  
CMS Derks Star Busmann N.V. (The Netherlands);  
CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd (Switzerland);  
CMS Hasche Sigle, Partnerschaft von Rechtsanwälten und Steuerberatern (Germany);  
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz Rechtsanwälte GmbH (Austria) and  
CMS Rui Pena, Arnaut & Associados RL (Portugal). 

CMS offices and associated offices:  
Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca,  
Cologne, Dresden, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, 
Milan, Moscow, Munich, Paris, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, 
Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

www.cmslegal.com


