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Focusing on Lifesciences 

CMS has been helping Lifesciences companies invest and grow in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) for 
nearly 25 years.

 — Depth: a ‘one-stop shop’ in CEE with 17 offices and over 70 lawyers dedicated to the Lifesciences 
sector with the local knowledge and market awareness to support clients doing business in CEE. 
Several lawyers within our Lifesciences team have worked in-house (on a full-time or secondment 
basis) for pharmaceutical clients – including former Head of CMS Lifesciences Group David Butts. 

 — Recognised reputation: strong expertise and high-quality advice delivered in leading practice 
areas by lawyers who truly understand the legal needs and issues of the Lifesciences sector, 
particularly in regulatory, commercial, IP, competition and corporate. For the last five years, we 
have been ranked the number one law firm for the number of completed M&A deals in the 
Lifesciences sector in Europe by mergermarket.

 — Working with the sector: developing relationships and supporting over 100 Lifesciences 
companies including the top 20 global pharmaceutical companies and nine out of the top 
10 medical device companies. 

 — Global CMS network: part of the largest law firm in Europe with 58 offices in 32 countries to 
give our clients access to greater support and resource beyond CEE.

A huge network, especially in CEE, and 
very good at client care.

Chambers and Partners Global
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Dedicated Lifesciences services

We can advise on a wide range of legal issues:

Advertising and promotion

Contract drafting

Copyright

Health, safety & environmental products

Licensing agreements

Lobbying

Mergers & Acquisitions

Patents & trademarks

Personal data protection

Pricing & reimbursement

Procedures / Regulatory

Product liability

Public procurement

Relations with public officials

Unfair competition

Protection of competition

Corporate maintenance

Distribution models

Clinical trials

Lifescience 
legal issues

A one-stop shop for us: its remarkable and successful mix of talent makes 
it stand out from the rest, and makes our lives much easier.

Chambers and Partners
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This firm is a prominent player in the field, with impressive clients and solid experience. 
Clients ‘have only good things to say about the firm,’ and particularly praise the lawyers’ 
‘deep analysis of situations and careful, detailed advice.’

Chambers and Partners Europe
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200 
dedicated 

lawyers

Relationship 
driven

Team 
members with

in-house 
expertise

A track record 
with leading 
international 
Lifesciences
companies

Sector experts in 
competition, IP, 

commercial, regulatory 
and corporate

Dedicated
Global  

Lifesciences 
team

Cross-border 
coordination

Understanding 
of local 
culture

Leading 
individuals

Deliver 
legal, 

commercial and 
technical 

advice

Actively 
involved in the 

Lifesciences 
community

Market 
leaders

Specialist Lifesciences expertise

CEE



Relevant experience includes advising:

 — Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited on its €9.6 billion acquisition of Nycomed in 13 countries. 
This was one of the most significant M&A transactions to occur in the Lifesciences sector in 2011. 
Post acquisition integration work continued in 2012 and 2013.

 — A major US pharmaceutical company in drafting a set of templates for consultancy agreements to 
be concluded with healthcare professionals and sponsorship agreements to be used for Poland.

 — On the registration of a trade mark portfolio of a Ukrainian leading manufacturer of insulin.

 — A major pharmaceutical company on a biological tender, including overall tax advice. 
Representation in marketing authorisation procedures before the National Institute of Pharmacy 
and reimbursement procedures before the Health Insurance Fund in Hungary.

 — A French biopharmaceutical company on its entry to the Czech market, including establishment of 
distribution businesses in the Czech Republic and Slovakia and how to structure the most efficient 
distribution models for both countries. 

 — Astellas on the set up of a limited liability company in Croatia and registering further changes in 
the company’s structure with the competent authorities. 

 — A Japanese pharmaceutical company on general regulatory issues, with emphasis on marketing 
authorisation and distribution issues in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

 — A Danish pharmaceutical company on conducting clinical trials in CEE countries (drafting and 
negotiating clinical trial agreements, and advising on legal issues connected with conducting 
clinical trials).

 — A North American pharmaceutical company in respect of clinical trial regulations in Romania.

 — A major pharmaceutical company on its internal policies, including the verification of the 
compliance of its policies with the local anti-corruption requirements in Russia and elsewhere, 
throughout CEE.

 — A major US medical technology company before relevant authorities in connection with the 
establishment of a plant in Hungary. Providing regulatory advice on promotional activities and 
sponsorship agreements and on general commercial law and compliance matters.

 — A major US pharmaceutical, medical device and consumer packaged goods manufacturer on 
various regulatory issues (such as promotional activities, labelling and marketing of OTC products), 
contract drafting, compliance review, promotional activities and data privacy issues in Hungary.

A strong track record in CEE
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 — A strategic pharmaceutical investment company in respect of its proposed acquisition of a 
Romanian pharmacy chain.

 — Merck on its comprehensive set up of operations in Serbia. Support included tasks such as the 
licensing of products, wholesale and retail sale agreements as well as agreements with warehouses 
for storage of a wide range of products.

 — A major Swiss pharmaceutical company in drafting their ethical codes for testing and marketing of 
medicinal products and related advertising in Slovakia.

 — The Association of Pharmaceutical Research and Development in establishing a major lobbying 
organisation of international R&D pharmaceutical companies in Ukraine.

 — Roche Diagnostics on various issues related to its trade mark portfolio in Austria. 

 — A major CEE private equity fund on regulatory aspects of its potential acquisition of a medium size 
Czech pharmaceutical company (deal value of CZK 300 million). 

 — A major Swiss pharmaceutical company on parallel trade of medicinal products in Poland.

 — A German client in a successful dispute with the Minister of Health regarding medicinal product 
registration in Poland.

 — A leading Japanese pharmaceutical company on establishing its presence in Russia.

 — Eli Lilly in various legal fields including trademark and patent infringement matters as well as 
employment law in various SEE jurisdictions.

 — A leading medical device company on regulatory matters in Slovenia including on the registration 
of medical devices.

 — Johnson & Johnson on the Austrian aspects of the worldwide sale of its professional woundcare 
business, Ethicon, to US-based One Equity Partners. 

 — The Japanese pharmaceutical company Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma on regulatory and unfair 
competition matters in Austria.

 — A US-based global pharmaceutical company on promotional activities, the newly introduced sales 
representative tax, distribution of products and competition law matters in Hungary.

 — Sanofi in regards to a series of IP and unfair competition issues in Croatia.

 — A research-based pharmaceutical company on a contemplated acquisition of a Bulgarian 
distributor, including in respect of corporate compliance matters.

 — A CEE-based pharmaceutical company with respect to a marketing authorisation of medicinal 
products and distribution in Bulgaria.

 — Amgen on establishing its operations in Bulgaria and Romania.

 — Fresenius Medical Care on the €85 million acquisition of Euromedic International’s dialysis service 
business with regard to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

 — A major European eye care company with respect to the launch of new products in Poland.

 — An Italian pharmaceutical client in an acquisition of a Polish pharmaceutical company.

 — A major multinational chemical and pharmaceutical company in connection with a litigation dispute 
against a generic pharmaceutical company, seeking enforcement of IP rights with customs authorities 
and recovery of damages, as a result of infringement of a number of US and Romanian patents.

 — An international pharmaceutical company on an advertising campaign involving medicines included 
in a state reimbursement programme in Russia.

 — Hemofarm, the leading Serbian pharmaceutical group, on the sale of a major interest in its share 
capital by way of a takeover bid to Stada.

 — A major R&D pharmaceutical company on a dispute with its local distributor in Ukraine.

 — A major pharmaceutical company on labelling requirements for cosmetic products, marketing 
authorisations, transfer, and personal data protection in Slovakia.

 — IP due diligence of a Ukrainian pharmaceutical company.
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Introducing the CEE Lifesciences group

Egon Engin-Deniz
Partner, Head of IP Practice Group for CMS, 
Lifesciences
T +43 1 40443 1550
E egon.engin-deniz@cms-rrh.com 

Nedžida Salihović-Whalen
Partner, Commercial, Lifesciences
T +387 33 2964 08
E nedzida.salihovic-whalen@cms-rrh.com 

Egon is Head of the CMS IP practice group across CMS and has extensive experience in advising on all 
aspects of intellectual property. He deals in both contentious and non-contentious issues in relation to 
trade mark, patent, design, copyright, and unfair competition matters, and advises clients across a 
wide range of industry sectors, including pharmaceuticals, medical devices and biotechnology. Egon 
has substantial experience in coordinating complex multi-jurisdiction litigation, regularly working with 
IP colleagues throughout CMS and elsewhere.

Egon is the author of the leading Austrian commentary on trade mark law. He speaks at both internal 
and external conferences on intellectual property issues. He is frequently recommended by the 
Lifesciences Handbook for IP, regulatory and competition. Egon has a doctorate in law from the 
University of Vienna.

Nedžida is a partner in Sarajevo. She is admitted to the Bosnian bar and has worked as a corporate 
lawyer for local and international companies in Bosnia and Herzegovina for over 20 years, during 
which she has advised on commercial, banking and corporate matters. 

She has an LLM from a US university and advises foreign corporations in the areas of corporate, 
general commercial and regulatory, employment and dispute resolution law. She is experienced in 
setting up corporate and business structures in Bosnia and Herzegovina and regularly advises clients on 
the regulatory and commercial environment under Bosnian law. She also represents clients in litigation. 

Nedžida was a member of several international legal working groups and took part in drafting laws 
regarding legal and economic reforms in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She fluently speaks Bosnian, 
Serbian, Croatian and English and has basic knowledge of Hungarian and French.

Austria

Bosnia and Herzegovina

8  |  Delivering Lifesciences expertise across CEE



David Butts
Partner, Head of CEE Lifesciences Sector Group for 
CMS Cameron McKenna, Corporate
T +359 2 92199 48
E david.butts@cms-cmck.com 

Marija Mušec
Partner, IP, Disputes, Lifesciences
T +385 1 4825 600
E marija.musec@cms-rrh.com 

David co-leads the CEE Lifesciences team for CMS Cameron McKenna and was the Head of the 
Lifesciences Sector Group across CMS until July 2013. David was appointed Director of Pharmacy at 
an acute care hospital at the age of 21. His experience in the legal profession includes working at 
one of Canada’s pre-eminent Corporate and Commercial law firms, acting as General Counsel for 
the Canadian subsidiary of a multinational pharmaceutical company, and being the founding partner 
of a commercial law firm located in Montreal, Canada, where he practised commercial law with an 
emphasis on M&A, IP protection and technology licensing.

David is recognised as a ‘problem-solver who can find solutions in real time around the negotiation 
table’ (Chambers and Partners Global). His wide experience in M&A and corporate matters across CEE 
is backed by significant experience in commercial matters relating to pharmaceutical, Lifesciences, 
intellectual property and competition issues. 

He graduated with a B.Sc. in Pharmacy (1983, Dalhousie) and degrees in Civil and Common law 
(1990, McGill). David is fluent in French and English.

Marija is a partner in Zagreb. She joined the team in 2005 and specialises in intellectual property, 
Lifesciences and public procurement matters. She heads the local firm's IP and Lifesciences team. 
Her practice spans both contentious and non-contentious issues in trademark, patent, design, copyright, 
passing off and confidentiality matters. Marija advises clients across a wide range of industries, including 
consumer products, information technology, high technology, engineering and pharmaceuticals. 

Marija was admitted to the Croatian bar in 2001 and speaks English, Greek and Croatian. 

Bulgaria

Croatia 
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Tomáš Matějovský
Partner, Disputes, Lifesciences
T +420 2 96798 852
E tomas.matejovsky@cms-cmck.com 

Dóra Petrányi
Partner, Commercial, Lifesciences
T +36 1 48348 20
E dora.petranyi@cms-cmck.com 

Tomáš is a Czech lawyer who graduated from Charles University Law School and studied at Ecole 
National d’Administration and Universite de Perpignan. He focuses on commercial law and has 
extensive experience in domestic litigation and international arbitrations, contract negotiations and 
regulatory matters. Prior to joining CMS in 2008 where he now heads the Commercial, Regulatory and 
Disputes group in Prague, Tomáš worked for a Czech law firm and before that for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Tomáš works for international clients and is responsible for leading teams in disputes, 
transactions, as well as day-to-day business matters. He has represented clients in various types of 
litigation and proceedings at all levels, such as commercial, unfair competition and damage claim 
disputes at regional courts, Superior Courts, the Supreme Court, and the Constitutional Court. 

He has also handled administrative proceedings and disputes before the Constitutional Court and the 
European Court of Human Rights. He has advised many pharmaceutical companies on various issues in 
the Czech Republic including sector specific regulatory matters, clinical trial problems and anti-
corruption issues, as well as providing general commercial advice regarding company start-ups, 
distribution agreements and general day-to-day advice. Tomáš speaks Czech, English and French.

Dóra is a partner and leads the commercial team in the Budapest office. Her major clients are 
Lifesciences companies, telecommunications companies and foreign-owned commercial banks. She is 
actively involved in local and region-wide initiatives. Her main areas of specialisation: legal adviser for 
the Lifesciences and TMT sectors, competition law, IP law matters, general commercial contracts, 
corporate restructuring and M&A. Dóra has advised major pharmaceutical, biotechnological and 
medical devices manufacturer companies at a national and European level. 

Dóra is a specialist in a number of unique areas such as e-Health, Social Media, and Smart Metering. 

Dóra is fluent in English and German, conversational level on French and Russian.

Czech Republic

Hungary
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Marek Sawicki
Partner, Corporate, Lifesciences
T +48 22 520 8409
E marek.sawicki@cms-cmck.com 

Gabriel Sidere
Managing Partner, Bucharest Office, Disputes, 
Lifesciences
T +40 21 4073 800
E gabriel.sidere@cms-cmck.com 

Marek is a Polish-qualified legal adviser and a partner in the corporate department in Warsaw. He also 
heads the Lifesciences group in Poland. His areas of specialisation include corporate law, commercial 
law and civil law. For over 10 years, Marek has advised on mergers & acquisitions, private equity and 
venture capital transactions, mostly in the Lifesciences sector. He has extensive experience in leading 
cross-border deals.  Recently Marek advised on Henry Schein’s acquisition of Medivet, Walmark’s 
acquisition of Novascon’s key product and Recordati’s acquisition of Farma Projekt.

Marek has been repeatedly recommended by Chambers Global and Chambers Europe in both M&A 
and private equity. Chambers Europe 2013 singles Marek out as a corporate/M&A and private equity 
expert, who "is a skilful negotiator" and "a deal maker, pleasant to work with, he ensures the 
sustainability of a high-quality service".

Gabriel is the Managing Partner of the Romanian office and head of the Commercial, Regulatory and 
Dispute Resolution practice in Romania. Gabriel is recognised by legal directories such as Chambers 
Global as one of the leading experts in international commercial arbitration and business litigation in 
Romania. He has more than 15 years of experience in commercial and corporate law, as well as 
business litigation, with a focus on investment related disputes involving numerous industries, including 
Lifesciences, Consumer Products, Infrastructure, Energy and Construction. Gabriel recently represented 
Romania in a US $150 million investment treaty arbitration before ICSID. Romania defeated all of the 
investor’s claims and was awarded US $8 million for legal fees and costs. 

Clients also rely upon Gabriel to provide strategic advice on the issues that many investors face in 
developing markets and for high-level negotiations involving Romanian governmental institutions. He 
is also well known for his vigorous and energetic advocacy and for his effective and efficient resolution 
of disputes in their early stages. Gabriel is a CEDR accredited mediator and advanced negotiator. 

Gabriel was recently described as a ‘truly outstanding’ lawyer with ‘a remarkable insight into clients’ 
needs’ in Chambers Global. 

Poland

Romania
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Vsevolod Tyupa
Senior Associate, Commercial, Lifesciences
T +7 495 786 4043
E vsevolod.tyupa@cmslegal.ru 

Nataša Zavišin
Partner, Corporate, Disputes, Lifesciences
T +381 11 3208 900
E natasa.zavisin@cms-rrh.com 

Sylvia Szabó
Partner, Corporate, Commercial, Lifesciences
T +421 2 3233 3421
E sylvia.szabo@rc-cms.sk 

Vsevolod is the Head of the Lifesciences Sector Group in Moscow. Before joining CMS in 2011, 
Vsevolod worked for Roche, which is one of the world’s leading pharmaceutical companies. He started 
at Roche as an attorney, and then was promoted to head of the legal department and compliance 
officer. Subsequently, he worked for a well-known law firm as a senior attorney and head of their 
pharmaceutical practice group.

Vsevolod specialises mainly in the regulation of medicines and medical devices. In addition to the 
Lifesciences sector, Vsevolod also specialises in contract law, IP, antitrust law, arbitration and 
enforcement procedures. He has advised many international and Russian companies on regulations 
relating to the circulation of medicines, clinical trials, various civil and corporate law issues, antitrust 
matters and dispute resolution. Vsevolod is regularly invited to speak at different events in the 
pharmaceutical field.

Vsevolod has a scientific degree PhD in law. He is fluent in English.

Sylvia has more than 10 years’ experience in providing Lifesciences companies with corporate and 
commercial advice. She specialises in negotiating and drafting commercial agreements for biotech, 
pharmaceutical and medical device clients, including agreements relating to in and out licensing, sales 
and distributor arrangements, research and development, manufacturing and supply, strategic alliances 
and co-promotion and co-marketing arrangements. Sylvia has participated in several due diligence 
processes and has drafted and reviewed various documents and legal opinions. 

Nataša is a partner in Belgrade. She has also been involved in securities and financial practice areas, 
including extensive involvement in the mergers and acquisitions field. 

She represented acquirers (both Serbian and non-Serbian), targets and financial advisors in a large 
number of mergers, acquisitions, takeovers (friendly and hostile), buyouts, privatizations and joint 
ventures. She has been directly involved in all phases of these transactions, including initial planning, 
structuring, negotiation, implementation and advice. 

Russia

Slovakia

Serbia
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Aleš Lunder
Partner, Corporate, Commercial, Lifesciences
T +386 1 62052 10
E ales.lunder@cms-rrh.com 

Olexander Martinenko
Senior Partner, Commercial, Competition, 
Lifesciences
T +380 44 39133 77
E olexander.martinenko@cms-cmck.com 

Aleš is a partner in Ljubljana. He is a renowned legal expert on privatisations as well as corporate and 
real estate transactions. He regularly advises international companies on corporate, commercial and 
regulatory matters with respect to Slovenian law. His clients are based in various industry sectors 
including Lifesciences, Retail, Energy, Financial Services, Consumer Goods, Automotive and ICT. 

As a specialist in the fields of corporate law, M&A and privatisations as well as general commercial 
matters with more than 15 years of experience in CEE, Aleš advises regional and international clients in 
numerous corporate and real estate transactions. 

Throughout his career Aleš has been a consultant to the Slovenian Ministry of Finance. He speaks 
Slovenian, German and English.

Olexander joined CMS from the Kyiv office of Baker McKenzie. His practice includes a broad experience 
in advising major Lifesciences companies, such as Takeda, Novartis, Merck, Pfizer, GSK, Eli Lilly, Abbott, 
AstraZeneca, Astellas and others on their business activities in Ukraine. In particular, Olexander advised 
Takeda on Ukrainian law aspects of its acquisition of Nycomed, including obtaining merger control 
clearance. He also recently advised Novartis on the regulatory and general compliance matters with one 
of its service providers in Ukraine, and on structuring its relations with local distributors, as well as on 
public procurement and product registration matters.

Olexander acted as counsel for the AmCham’s pharmaceutical and EBA medical committees for many 
years. He established APRaD (Association of Pharmaceutical Research and Development) which is a 
major lobbying organisation of international R&D Pharma companies in Ukraine (the headquarters are 
located in Switzerland and there is a representative office in Ukraine).

Olexander is recognised as Band 1 lawyer in Corporate/Commercial and Competition practices by 
Chambers Europe 2008-2012. Also as a leading specialist in Corporate and M&A by PLC Which Lawyer?, 
as well as recommended in Competition/Antitrust and Dispute Resolution by the same directory. 

Slovenia

Ukraine
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CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an  
organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely  
provided by CMS EEIG’s member firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its  
member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has any authority to bind  
any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or omissions and not  
those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all  
of the member firms or their offices. 

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol,  
Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt,  
Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, 
Madrid, Mexico City, Milan, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Paris, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Sarajevo, 
Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

www.cmslegal.com
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