
Climate Change & Sustainability  
Regulatory Timeline

UK Government 
commits to 
net-zero 
emissions by 
2050 and 
publishes the 
Green Finance 
Strategy (July 
2019)

Presentation of 
the European 
Green Deal (11 
December 2019)

Single Use 
Plastics Directive 
(5 June 2019)

COP 15 United 
Nations Biodiversity 
Conference Phase 2 
(April 2022)

Scottish Deposit 
Return scheme 
planned to take 
effect (1 July 2022)

Review of the 
Non-Financial 
Reporting 
Directive (2020)

Presentation  
of the ‘Farm to 
fork strategy’  
(20 May 2020)

Presentation  
of the EU 
Biodiversity 
Strategy  
(20 May 2020)

Measures to support 
deforestation-free 
value chains (from 
2020)

Presentation of the 
European Green  
Deal Investment Plan 
and the Just  
Transition Mechanism 
(14 January 2020)

Proposal for a 
European climate law 
(4 March 2020)

Measures to address 
the main drivers of 
biodiversity loss 
(from 2021)

Measures to support 
deforestation-free 
value chains (from 
2020)

Opinion on 
measures, including 
legislation, to 
significantly reduce 
the use and risk of 
chemical pesticides, 
as well as the use  
of fertilisers and 
antibiotics  
(26 March 2021)

Legislative and non-
legislative measures 
establishing a new “right to 
repair” (2021)

Restrictions on intentionally 
added microplastics and 
measures on unintentional 
release of microplastics 
(2021)

Policy framework for 
bio-based plastics and 
biodegradable or 
compostable plastics (2021)

Strategy for a Sustainable 
Built Environment (2021)

Updating the Circular 
Economy Monitoring 
Framework (2021)

Revision of the rules on 
waste shipments (2021)

Initiative to substitute 
single-use packaging, 
tableware and cutlery for 
reusable products in 
food services (2021)

Methodologies to track 
and minimise the 
presence of substances 
of concern in recycled 
materials (2021)

Harmonised information 
systems for the presence 
of substances or concern 
(2021)

Commission adoption of 
EU Strategy for Textiles 
(Third Quarter 2021)

Scoping the 
development of further 
EU-wide end-of-waste 
and by-product criteria 
(2021)

European Climate Law 
2050 Net Zero target and 
interim target of 55% by 
2030 (9 July 2021)

Second review of Directive 
on Combined Transport 
(2021)

Proposal for more 
stringent air pollutant 
emissions standards for 
combustion engine 
vehicles (2021) 

Revision of measures to 
address pollution from 
large industrial 
installations (Fourth 
Quarter 2021)

CMA publishes guidance on 
environmental claims on 
goods and services (20 
September 2021)

Environment Bill 2021/22 (?)

Launch of an industry 
led industrial symbiosis 
reporting and 
certification system 
(2022)

Corporate 
Sustainability 
Reporting 
Directive proposal 
(21 April 2021)

Proposal of a Circular 
Economy Action Plan 
(11 March 2020)

EU Taxonomy Regulation 
partly applies from 1 
January 2022

UK/FCA expected to 
require all listed 
companies and large 
asset owners to disclose 
in line with TCFD 
recommendations (2022)

Proposed mandatory 
climate-related financial 
disclosures by publicly 
quoted companies, large 
private companies and 
LLPs (6 April 2022)

Deadline for 
submission of a 
legislative  
proposal on 
measures for the 
proper treatment  
of waste oils  
(31 December 2022)

2019 2020 2022

Mandatory Green Public 
Procurement (GPP) 
criteria and targets in 
sectoral legislation and 
phasing-in mandatory 
reporting on GPP 
(ongoing publication)

Review of the rules on 
end of life vehicles (15 
March 2021)

Review of the Directive 
on the restriction of the 
use of certain 
hazardous substances in 
electrical and electronic 
equipment and 
guidance to clarify its 
links with REACH and 
Ecodesign requirements 
(14 April 2021)

EU Code of Conduct on 
Responsible Food 
Business and Marketing 
Practices (5 July 2021)

Proposed revision of the 
Waste framework 
directive and packaging 
and packaging waste 
directive (2021)

Zero pollution action 
plan for water, air and 
soil (12 May 2021)

Proposals for revisions of 
relevant legislative 
measures to deliver on 
the increased climate 
ambition (June 2021)

Proposal for a revision of 
the Energy Taxation 
Directive (14 July 2021)

Proposal to extend EU 
ETS to road 
transportation, shipping 
and buildings (14 July 
2021)

Proposed revisions to the 
energy efficiency 
directive and energy 
performance of buildings 
directive (14 July 2021)

Proposal for a revision 
of the Energy Taxation 
Directive (14 July 2022)

Revision of measures to 
address pollution from 
large industrial 
installations (2021)

Review of the relevant 
State aid guidelines, 
including the 
environment and 
energy State aid 
guidelines (7 June 2021)

Implementing 
Regulation on 
harmonised marking 
specifications applies  
(3 July 2021)

Fit for 55 Proposals for 
revisions of relevant 
legislative measures to 
deliver on the increase 
climate ambition  
(14 July 2021)

Proposal for a carbon 
border adjustment 
mechanism for selected 
sectors (14 July 2021)

Legislative proposal for a 
sustainable product policy 
initiative (Fourth Quarter 2021)

Commission adoption of the 
Industrial Emissions Directive 
(Fourth Quarter 2021)

Adoption of proposal for a 
directive to reinforce the 
essential requirements for 
packaging and reduce (over)
packaging and packaging 
waste (Fourth Quarter 2021)

Regulatory framework for the 
certification of carbon 
removals (Fourth Quarter 2021)

COP 15 United Nations 
Biodiversity Conference Phase 1 
(15 October 2021)

UK Net Zero Strategy: Build Back 
Greener (19 October 2021)

HM Treasury’s Net Zero Review 
Final Report (19 October 2021)

UK Heat and Buildings Strategy 
(19 October 2021)

COP 26 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference 

UK ETS (Emissions 
Trading Scheme) 
came into force 
(January 2021)

UK interim target 
to cut emissions 
by 78% by 2035 
(20 April 2021)

UK consults on 
Extended Producer 
responsibility for 
packaging  
(4 June 2021)

EU 
Sustainability 
related 
Disclosures 
Regulation  
to apply in  
part from 
March 2021 

2021

Timescales may be subject to COVID-19 related delays

European Green Deal

Circular Economy Action Plan

Financial Regulatory Milestones

Other Developments
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