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Timeline of key developments 

A fire breaks out at the 23 storey Grenfell Tower block in North Kensington, West London.

The Grenfell Tower Inquiry is formally set up.

The UK Government publishes Dame Judith Hackitt’s report titled ‘Building a Safer Future’ 
following the Grenfell Tower fire.

June 2017

The Prime Minister announces a public inquiry into the fire at Grenfell Tower.

The UK Government announces it will fully fund unsafe cladding removal in social housing.

Amendments to the Building Regulations banning the use of combustible materials in all new 
residential buildings above 18 metres in England will come into force on 21 December 2018.

August 2017

May 2018

December 2018

October 2019
The Grenfell Tower Inquiry publishes its report on Phase 1 which focuses on the factual narrative 
of the events on the night of the 14 June 2017.

January 2020 
The Grenfell Tower Inquiry enters Phase 2 which examines the reasons why the fire at  
Grenfell Tower happened. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-commons-statement-on-grenfell-tower-22-june-2017
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/about
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-report
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/news/prime-minister-announces-inquiry-terms-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-it-will-fully-fund-unsafe-cladding-removal-in-social-housing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-amendment-regulations-2018-circular-022018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-amendment-regulations-2018-circular-022018
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/phase-1-report
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/phase-1-report
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/news/update-inquiry-24
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/news/update-inquiry-24


The UK Government announces the draft Fire Safety Bill to amend the Regulatory Reform 
(Fire Safety) Order 2005.

The House of Lords completes its consideration of the Fire Safety Bill and passes the Bill back 
to the House of Commons with five amendments.

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government updates its social sector 
guidance relating to the remediation of non-ACM buildings.

March 2020

The Fire Safety Bill passes the House of Commons stages without amendment.

The Scottish Government publishes its Building Standards Technical Handbooks 2020 which 
apply to all building warrants submitted on or after 1 March 2021.

A Local Government and Communities Committee recommends that the draft Housing (Scotland) 
Act 1987 (Tolerable Standard) (Extension of criteria) Amendment Order 2020 be approved.

September 2020

November 2020

December 2020

January 2021

The UK Government announces that residents will be protected through the establishment of 
the Building Safety Regulator which will ensure materials used to build homes will be made safer.

February 2021 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government announces a five-point plan, 
involving unprecedented £5bn investment to remove unsafe cladding from high-rise buildings.

The House of Commons accepts two of the five amendments proposed by the House of Lords 
for the Fire Safety Bill.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fire-safety-bill
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fire-safety-bill
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952311/Social_Sector_ACM_Cladding_Remediation_Fund_application_guidance_for_social_landlords.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952311/Social_Sector_ACM_Cladding_Remediation_Fund_application_guidance_for_social_landlords.pdf
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/building-standards-technical-handbooks-2020-summary-of-changes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/building-standards-technical-handbooks-2020-summary-of-changes/
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/LGC/2021/1/12/b7c1095a-5f29-46c2-8ba8-4b8cbdf9d9fd
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/LGC/2021/1/12/b7c1095a-5f29-46c2-8ba8-4b8cbdf9d9fd
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-regulator-established-to-ensure-construction-materials-are-safe
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-regulator-established-to-ensure-construction-materials-are-safe
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-bring-an-end-to-unsafe-cladding-with-multi-billion-pound-intervention
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-bring-an-end-to-unsafe-cladding-with-multi-billion-pound-intervention
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/


The UK Government publishes its response to the Fire Safety Consultation.  
Our LawNow dated 23 March 2021 on the response is accessible here. 

The House of Commons disagrees with the House of Lords amendments to the Fire Safety Bill.

March 2021 

The House of Lords further considers the Fire Safety Bill and returns it to the House of Commons 
with amendments relating to remediation costs.

The Scottish Government publishes a report of the Ministerial Working Group on Mortgage Lending 
and Cladding. The Government accepted all recommendations in the report and announced that 
homeowners who have external cladding on their flats will be offered free safety assessments to help 
identify material that needs to be removed. The Government also stated that it seeks to launch a 
Single Building Assessment programme to help carry out safety assessments on a whole building.

The House of Lords propose further amendments to the Fire Safety Bill relating to remediation costs.April 2021

The Fire Safety Bill (Session 2019-2021) receives Royal Assent as the Fire Safety Act 2021.

July 2021
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government publishes the draft Building 
Safety Bill which reforms building safety regulation. Our LawNow dated 16 July 2021 on the 
Building Safety Bill is accessible here.

The UK Government publishes its response to the Housing, Communities and Local Government 
Committee’s pre-legislative scrutiny of the draft Building Safety Bill.

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government publishes the ‘Building Regulation 
Advisory Committee: golden thread report’ in relation to the golden thread policy recommended 
by Dame Judith Hackitt.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970325/UPDATED_FINAL_Government_Response_to_Fire_Safety_Consultation.pdf
https://www.cms-lawnow.com/ealerts/2021/03/uk-government-publishes-response-to-fire-safety-consultation-committing-to-unlimited-fines
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-working-group-mortgage-lending-cladding-report-march-2021/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-working-group-mortgage-lending-cladding-report-march-2021/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-working-group-mortgage-lending-cladding-report-march-2021/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-working-group-mortgage-lending-cladding-report-march-2021/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-working-group-mortgage-lending-cladding-report-march-2021/pages/1/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8782/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2730
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0139/210139.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0139/210139.pdf
https://www.cms-lawnow.com/ealerts/2021/07/important-building-safety-bill-developments?cc_lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-government-response-to-pre-legislative-scrutiny-by-the-select-committee
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-government-response-to-pre-legislative-scrutiny-by-the-select-committee
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-regulations-advisory-committee-golden-thread-report/building-regulations-advisory-committee-golden-thread-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-regulations-advisory-committee-golden-thread-report/building-regulations-advisory-committee-golden-thread-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-regulations-advisory-committee-golden-thread-report/building-regulations-advisory-committee-golden-thread-report


The Building Safety Bill has had its second reading in the House of Commons and will proceed 
to Committee Stage in September 2021.

The Mayor of London publishes report showing that 18 out of the 29 recommendations made 
by the Grenfell Inquiry have been completed.

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government announces that External Wall 
Survey 1 forms are no longer necessary for buildings with cladding which are under 18 metres.

The Scottish Government publishes Scottish Advice Note which provides guidance to assist in 
determining the fire risk posed by external wall systems in existing multi-storey residential buildings.

The Health and Safety Executive publishes a document titled ‘Safety case principles for high- 
rise residential buildings’ which states safety cases should include all the information used to 
manage the risk of fire spread and the structural safety of a building.

August 2021

September 2021

The Grenfell Tower Inquiry moves on to module 5 of Phase 2 which focuses on the London  
Fire Brigade.

The UK Government publishes draft legislation on the new Residential Property Developer  
Tax and will hold a technical consultation on the draft ahead of its inclusion in the 2021-22 
Finance Bill.

The Scottish Government publishes ‘High Pressure Laminate Cladding – Data Collection: 
Summary Report’ which found 12% of all high-rise blocks in Scotland have HPL cladding. 

The UK Government publishes an update on work to implement the Phase 1 Grenfell Inquiry 
recommendations.

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9424/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9424/
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mayor_17th_progress_report_gti_recommendations_fire_22july2021.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mayor_17th_progress_report_gti_recommendations_fire_22july2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-intervention-from-government-and-lenders-to-support-leaseholders
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-intervention-from-government-and-lenders-to-support-leaseholders
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-advice-note-determining-fire-risk-posed-external-wall-systems-existing-multi-storey-residential-buildings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-advice-note-determining-fire-risk-posed-external-wall-systems-existing-multi-storey-residential-buildings/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/building-safety/news/safety-case-principles.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/building-safety/news/safety-case-principles.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/building-safety/news/safety-case-principles.pdf
https://assets.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/inline-files/Module%205%20Factsheet%20-%20Firefighting%20FINAL.docx.pdf
https://assets.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/inline-files/Module%205%20Factsheet%20-%20Firefighting%20FINAL.docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/residential-property-developer-tax-draft-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/residential-property-developer-tax-draft-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/residential-property-developer-tax-draft-legislation
https://www.gov.scot/publications/high-pressure-laminate-cladding-data-collection-summary-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/high-pressure-laminate-cladding-data-collection-summary-report/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/quarterly-thematic-update-on-progress-against-the-grenfell-tower-inquiry-phase-1-recommendations/progress-against-the-grenfell-tower-inquiry-phase-1-recommendations-september-2021-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/quarterly-thematic-update-on-progress-against-the-grenfell-tower-inquiry-phase-1-recommendations/progress-against-the-grenfell-tower-inquiry-phase-1-recommendations-september-2021-accessible


Section 1 of the Fire Safety Act 2021 comes into force in Wales.

The UK Government publishes five new sets of draft regulations on the Building Safety Bill. 
The draft regulations are for delegated powers proposed in the Bill.

The UK Government publishes several factsheets which provide more information about the 
provisions in the Building Safety Bill and how they will be implemented.

October 2021

The Building Safety Bill will proceed to the Report Stage and then the third reading in the 
House of Commons.

The Grenfell Tower Inquiry moves on to module 6 of Phase 2 which will examine the functional 
requirements of the building regulations and fire safety guidance.

The UK Government publishes an amended version of the Building Safety Bill.  

The UK Government publishes its response to the consultation on a new residential property 
tax and confirms a new tax of 4% will apply from April 2022.

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities publishes factsheet on redress in 
relation to the Building Safety Bill.

The Progressive Partnership publishes an independent evaluation for the Scottish Government 
of the practical fire safety guidance for existing high-rise domestic buildings and specialised 
housing.

The UK Housing Minister announces that housing providers will be required by law to install 
smoke alarms in all social housing and carbon monoxide alarms in social and private rented 
properties with fixed appliances.

November 2021

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2021/1092/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-draft-regulations#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-draft-regulations#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-factsheets
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-factsheets
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3021
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3021
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/news/october-2021-newsletter
https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/news/october-2021-newsletter
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028390/20211025_2005_RPDT_consultation_response_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028390/20211025_2005_RPDT_consultation_response_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-factsheets/redress-factsheet
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-safety-bill-factsheets/redress-factsheet
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2021/11/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/documents/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/govscot%3Adocument/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2021/11/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/documents/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/govscot%3Adocument/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2021/11/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/documents/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises/govscot%3Adocument/determining-impact-effectiveness-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-high-rise-domestic-buildings-practical-fire-safety-guidance-existing-specialised-housing-similar-premises.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-social-homes-required-to-have-smoke-alarms-fitted
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-social-homes-required-to-have-smoke-alarms-fitted
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-social-homes-required-to-have-smoke-alarms-fitted


The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government publish new documentation in respect of fire safety 
in residential homes.

The Health and Safety Executive calls on designers of high-rise buildings to prepare for upcoming 
changes before the Building Safety Bill becomes law. The Bill requires designers to record and 
provide evidence of decision-making during the design process and be engaged throughout 
the building project. 

The Minister for Climate Change in Wales confirms the introduction of a new leasehold support 
scheme to assist leaseholders in buildings with identified defects who cannot sell their properties 
on the open market and have to deal with escalating costs.

December 2021

The Welsh Government publishes its response to the ‘Safer Buildings in Wales’ consultation.

The Scottish Government publishes its response to an information request asking if there are 
any buildings in Scotland with Grenfell-type cladding, where they are located, what action is 
being taken to rectify this and how it is being financed.

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities publishes ‘Guidance on collaborative 
procurement for design and construction to support building safety’ which sets out four proposals 
that should be adopted on any in-scope project.

The Levelling Up Secretary outlines new plan to protect leaseholders from remediation costs 
and compel developers to pay to fix unsafe cladding on 11-18 metre buildings where 
appropriate.

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities publishes a third independent 
report of the Industry Safety Steering Group. It finds that the built environment industry does 
not have the leadership necessary to ‘accelerate the pace of change and rebuild trust’ 
following the Grenfell Tower fire.

The British Standards Institution publishes a new Code of Practice for the fire risk appraisal of 
external wall construction and cladding of existing multi-storey and multi-occupied  
residential buildings.

The Building Safety Bill passes the report stage in the House of Commons. A second reading 
will occur on 2 February 2022 in the House of Lords with the Bill expected to receive Royal 
Assent later this year.

January 2022

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-approved-document-b
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-approved-document-b
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-approved-document-b
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/12/13/hse-calls-on-designers-to-prepare-now-for-upcoming-regulatory-changes-to-building-safety/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/12/13/hse-calls-on-designers-to-prepare-now-for-upcoming-regulatory-changes-to-building-safety/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/12/13/hse-calls-on-designers-to-prepare-now-for-upcoming-regulatory-changes-to-building-safety/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/12/13/hse-calls-on-designers-to-prepare-now-for-upcoming-regulatory-changes-to-building-safety/
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/12520#A69053
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/12520#A69053
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/12520#A69053
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-12/welsh-government-response.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100254956/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100254956/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100254956/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaborative-procurement-guidance-for-design-and-construction-to-support-building-safety
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaborative-procurement-guidance-for-design-and-construction-to-support-building-safety
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaborative-procurement-guidance-for-design-and-construction-to-support-building-safety
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1045412/Letter_to_Residential_Property_Developer_Industry.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1045412/Letter_to_Residential_Property_Developer_Industry.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1045412/Letter_to_Residential_Property_Developer_Industry.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industry-safety-steering-group-third-report-on-culture-change-in-the-built-environment-industry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industry-safety-steering-group-third-report-on-culture-change-in-the-built-environment-industry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industry-safety-steering-group-third-report-on-culture-change-in-the-built-environment-industry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industry-safety-steering-group-third-report-on-culture-change-in-the-built-environment-industry
https://shop.bsigroup.com/products/fire-risk-appraisal-of-external-wall-construction-and-cladding-of-existing-blocks-of-flats-code-of-practice/standard
https://shop.bsigroup.com/products/fire-risk-appraisal-of-external-wall-construction-and-cladding-of-existing-blocks-of-flats-code-of-practice/standard
https://shop.bsigroup.com/products/fire-risk-appraisal-of-external-wall-construction-and-cladding-of-existing-blocks-of-flats-code-of-practice/standard
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3021
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3021
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3021


The Housing Secretary expects cladding and insulation manufacturers to make a public 
commitment to fund ‘a significant portion’ of the costs to remediate fire safety defects in 
buildings over  
11 metres.

The Housing Select Committee encourages written evidence to help its scrutiny of the government’s 
approach to getting developers to fund the costs of remediating building safety defects.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1049251/22-01-22_Letter_to_CPA_from_DLUHC_SoS.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1049251/22-01-22_Letter_to_CPA_from_DLUHC_SoS.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1049251/22-01-22_Letter_to_CPA_from_DLUHC_SoS.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1049251/22-01-22_Letter_to_CPA_from_DLUHC_SoS.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6451/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6451/
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