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Focusing on Product Liability in Lifesciences

CMS global Product Liability Team in Lifesciences
Our specialist Product Liability Team consists of over 
40 lawyers across Europe, Russia and China, with 
in-depth knowledge of the Lifesciences industry 
(including their insurers). They have a proven track 
record of dealing with high-end (cross-border) product 
liability cases. These lawyers offer expert local insight 
on developments in product liability, emerging risks 
and policy issues impacting on product liability and 
group litigation within their respective jurisdictions. 
The team is well respected globally in the Lifesciences 
industry - a respect developed in part from the team’s 
considerable commitment to sharing knowledge, 
including through seminars/webinars and through 
publishing in legal and industry publications. As one 
of the world’s leading law firms, we can provide you 
with effective solutions to your most complex dispute 
resolution challenges. For us, building strong, trusted 
relationships with you and making a difference to 
Your World is our motivation and the measure of our 
success.

Trusted advisers with a strong reputation
We work with and have established long-term 
relationships with most of the top 100 Lifesciences 
companies in the areas of pharmaceutical, medical 
device, biotechnology and agriculture, including the 
top 20 global pharmaceutical companies and nine out 
of the top ten global medical device companies. This 
demonstrates our commitment to developing deep 
and trusted relationships with those in the sector, 
through drawing on our ability to deliver practical, 
technical and commercial legal solutions. 

Working with the Lifesciences community 
Many of our partners are active members of key 
industry bodies including the Association of the British  
Healthcare Industries (ABHI), Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) and EUCOMED. Through 
these memberships, we not only share news and 
developments impacting the industry and business of 
our clients in a timely manner, but we also take a role  
in shaping and drafting policies to ensure these are in 
your best interests, as you operate in this highly 
regulated sector.

Having CMS on your side means:
— Quality and depth of resources. With the global 

Product Liability Team in lifesciences you are assured 
of expertise and capacity to handle the most 
complex disputes.

— Global reach with local insight. With lawyers in
 34 countries, CMS is truly international and bridges 

cultural differences. Our lawyers think and act 
internationally while delivering local results.

— Proven high-stakes advisers. We handle disputes 
worth billions of euros on a daily basis. Clients trust 
us with their most sensitive, challenging and 
business-critical cases.

— Renowned top-tier expertise. CMS has earned
 a reputation for excellence among clients, peers and 

legal industry directories in the Lifesciences industry.

“CMS is my go-to firm for arbitration and 

litigation cases as it is prompt in answering, very 

solution-oriented, sharp and provides to-the-

point advice. Moreover it is procedurally savvy 

and highly efficient. I like that it doesn’t waste 

our time with dozens of pages of theoretical 

evaluations.”          

     

 Chambers Europe 2015 / Client quote
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Your World First: a world of experience, 
knowledge and understanding

Disputes happen. Whatever business you are in, resolving disputes is a fact of life. Knowing you 

have experienced and proactive advisers on your side is the first step towards a successful 

resolution.

Product Liability  
in Lifesciences

Dedicated
Global Product 

Liability
team

Market
leaders

A track record
with leading
international
Lifesciences
companies

Actively
involved in the

Product Liability
community

Cross-border 
co-ordination in product 

liability cases

Sector experts  
in competition, IP,

commercial, regulatory
and corporate

Leading
individuals

Team members with
in-house experience

Over 200
dedicated
lawyers

Relationship
driven

Understanding
of local culture

Delivering legal,
commercial and
technical advice

“CMS can cover all fields of law that our company needs.”

 Chambers & Partners Europe / Client quote
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Our geographical coverage: working with 
clients in their key markets
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Facts and Figures
 60 offices
 54 cities
 34 countries
>800 partners
>3,000 fee earners
>5,500 total staff
+ Lifesciences 

Asia-Pacific network
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A leading track record in Product Liability in 
Lifesciences

Relevant experience includes:

 — CMS The Netherlands, Germany, UK, Spain, Serbia 
and Croatia advised several medical devices 
manufacturers and their insurers in relation to both 
issued and unissued claims connected with metal- 
on-metal hip implants, as well as representing these 
clients in the litigation. 

 — CMS Spain, Germany, Italy and Switzerland have 
advised serveral global international pharmaceutical 
companies in the management of various claims 
related to adverse effects of vaccines in addition to 
providing product recall advice. 

 — CMS France and Algeria acted for a French 
laboratory in respect of a claim relating to the expiry 
date for medicinal products sold in Algeria.

 — CMS France, UK and Italy advised a major actor of 
the optical industry in respect of the marketing of 
lenses.

 — CMS The Netherlands, Germany and UK have 
advised various global pharmaceutical companies 
and their insurers on claims by patients related to 
alleged defective medicines.

 — CMS Germany and Italy are assisting a German-
based multinational company on the management 
of claims raised in relation to the alleged damages 
caused by the use of crop protection products in 
several European countries.

 — CMS Austria acted on a product defects case 
concerning diagnosis devices (scanners and related 
IT) produced by a global supplier.

 — CMS Belgium advised a German medical device 
manufacturer and its insurer in relation to a claim 
connected with femoral implants, and represented 
the manufacturer in the issued litigation. 

 — CMS Bulgaria advised an international 
pharmaceutical company on a potential product 
liability case regarding medical devices used during a 
surgical procedure and assisted the client during 
interviews with local authorities.

 — CMS Czech Republic advised a European vaccine 
developer in respect of a liability claim concerning a 
defective medicinal product (vaccine).

 — CMS France has been involved in French proceedings 
regarding medical devices which gave rise to a class 
action in the USA.

 — CMS Spain assisted a leading laboratory in litigation 
with regard to an alleged defective veterinary vaccine. 

 — CMS The Netherlands advised a global consumer 
goods company in respect of notification to 
authorities with regard to a medical wash glove. 

 — CMS UK has undertaken a review for a major insurer 
of the wording for their policies covering clinical 
trials for medical devices and pharmaceuticals across 
a range of jurisdictions.

 — CMS UK advised a global US-based manufacturer of 
implantable medical devices to defend a threatened 
Group Litigation Order by a group of almost 30 
claimants following a medical device alert.

CMS handles many product liability cases across the world, covering the full spectrum of cross-
border claims management, recall advice, policy issues and notifications to authorities.
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A one stop shop for the Lifesciences industry

Anti-corruption and bribery

Branding, trade dress and labelling

Business restructuring

Collaboration and licensing

Competition law

Contract research and drafting

Copyright

EU regulations on GMP, GCP and GLP

Environment

European and national procedures for trade licences

Financing / M & A stock option schemes

Funding of pharmaceutical and biotechnology projects

Health and safety 

Insurance

Lobbying

M&A / joint ventures

Media issues

Parallel import

Patents, trademarks and other intellectual property 
rights

Data protection / privacy

Pricing and reimbursement

Public procurement

Regulations in the areas of consumer health, food and 
cosmetics

“A one-stop shop for us: its remarkable and 

successful mix of talent makes it stand out 

from the rest, and makes our lives much 

easier.”  

  
    Chambers Europe 2015 / Client quote

 — DuPont on patent infringement and regulatory 
dispute work including co-ordinated advice across  
CMS‘ European network.  

 — Pfizer on the USD 16.6 billion disposal of its 
Consumer Healthcare business to Johnson & 
Johnson. 

 — A leading global producer of vaccines on more  
than 30 biopharmaceutical product liability cases 
with various local courts, hospitals and centres  
for disease control and prevention in various cities 
and provinces all over China, in an effort to 
coordinate and harmonise the implementation  
of unified product liability policies in China.

 — A global pharmaceutical company on merger  
control law in respect of the acquisition of all 
licence rights for a leading medicine in 34 countries 
by another major pharmaceutical, including 
representation in the merger control proceedings 
before the national competition authorities.

 — A major life sciences company on setting up and 
administering European border control measures 
with revenue and customs and dealing with seizure 
of counterfeits. 

 — A leading international pharmaceutical company  
on regional trademark portfolio management and 
clearance in Central and Eastern Europe. 

 — A major quoted pharmaceutical company in the 
divestment of a site in Belgium and the drafting of 
cooperation, R&D, supply and quality agreements 
with the purchaser of the site.

Additional area of expertise:

Relevant experience includes:
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Key Product Liability experts in Lifesciences

Germany
Hamburg
Dr. Jens Wagner
T +49 40 37630 357 
E   jens.wagner@cms-hs.com

Dr. Roland Wiring 
T +49 40 37630 309 
E roland.wiring@cms-hs.com 

Cologne
Dr. Stefan Segger
T +49 221 7716 282
E stefan.segger@cms-hs.com

Stuttgart
Dr. Gerald Gräfe
T +49 711 9764 338
E gerald.graefe@cms-hs.com

Dirk Loycke
T +49 711 9764 733
E dirk.loycke@cms-hs.com

Klaus-Dieter Schick
T +49 711 9764 181
E klaus-dieter.schick@cms-hs.com

Hungary
Budapest
Zsolt Okányi
T +36 1 483 4837
E zsolt.okanyi@cms-cmck.com

Croatia
Zagreb
Sandra Lisac
T +385 1 482 5600
E  sandra.lisac@bmslegal.hr

Marija Musec
T +385 1 482 5600
E marija.musec@bmslegal.hr

Czech Republic
Prague
Tomas Matejovsky 
T +420 296 798 852 
E tomas.matejovsky@cms-cmck.com

France
Neuilly-sur-Seine
Jean de la Hosseraye
T +33 1 47 38 55 00
E jean.delahosseraye@cms-bfl.com

Stéphanie de Giovanni
T +33 1 47 38 43 41 
E stephanie.degiovanni@cms-bfl.com

Lyon
Xavier Vahramian
T +33 4 7895 4799
E xavier.vahramian@lyon.cms-bfl.com

Austria
Vienna
Dr. Johannes Juranek
T +43 1 40443 2450
E johannes.juranek@cms-rrh.com

Belgium
Brussels
Carl Leermakers
T +32 2 743 69 12
E carl.leermakers@cms-db.com

Antwerp
Virginie Frémat
T +32 3 206 01 57
E virginie.fremat@cms-db.com

Bulgaria
Sofia
Assen Georgiev  
T +359 2 921 9936
E  assen.georgiev@cms-cmck.com

Angelika Sedlackova
T +359 2 923 48 51
E Angelika.Sedlackova@cms-cmck.com

China
Shanghai
Nicolas Zhu
T +86 21 6289 6363
E nicolas.zhu@cmslegal.cn

Nick Beckett
T +86 10 8527 0287
E nick.beckett@cms-cmck.com 
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Italy
Rome
Paola Ghezzi
T +39 06 478151
E paola.ghezzi@cms-aacs.com

Laura Opilio
T +39 06 478151
E laura.opilio@cms-aacs.com

Maria Letizia Patania 
T +39 06 478151
E marialetizia.patania@cms-aacs.com

The Netherlands
Utrecht
Ellen Gielen
T +31 30 2121 517
E ellen.gielen@cms-dsb.com

Eva Schothorst-Gransier
T +31 30 2121 142
E eva.schothorst@cms-dsb.com

Poland
Warsaw
Malgorzata Surdek
T +48 22 520 5589
E malgorzata.sudek@cms- cmck.com    

Romania
Bucharest
Gabriel Sidere 
T +40 21 407 3800
E  gabriel.sidere@cms-cmck.com

Russia
Moscow
Leonid Zubarev
T +7 495 786 4000
E leonid.zubarev@cmslegal.ru

Igor Sokolov
T +7 495 786 4000
E igor.sokolov@cmslegal.ru

Vsevolod Tyupa 
T +7 495 786 4000
E  vsevolod.tyupa@cmslegal.ru

Serbia
Belgrade
Ksenija Ivetic  
T +381 11 320 8900
E  ksenija.ivetic@cms-rrh.com

Nedeljko Velisavljevic
T +381 11 320 8900
E nedeljko.velisavljevic@cms-rrh.com

Spain
Barcelona
Juan Pablo Correa Delcasso
T +34 93 494 1022
E juanpablo.correa@cms-asl.com

Madrid
Mariano Bautista Sagües
T +34 91 451 92 77
E mariano.bautista@cms-asl.com

Nuria Serrano Gómez
T +34 91 451 93 04
E nuria.serrano@cms-asl.com

Slovakia 
Bratislava
Sylvia Szabo 
T +421 2 3233 3421
E sylvia.szabo@rc-cms.sk

Switzerland
Zurich
Dr. Jodok Wicki 
T +41 44 285 1111
E jodok.wicki@cms-vep.com   

Dr. Clemens von Zedtwitz, LL.M
T +41 44 285 1111
E clemens.vonzedtwitz@cms-vep.com

United Kingdom
London
Stephen Netherway
T +44 20 7367 3015
E  stephen.netherway@cms-cmck.com

Shuna Mason
T +44 20 7367 2300
E shuna.mason@cms-cmck.com

Alaina Wadsworth 
T +44 20 7367 2722
E  alaina.wadsworth@cms-cmck.com

Glasgow
Carina Healy
T +44 141 304 6032
E carina.healy@cms-cmck.com

For more information on our services related to Product 
Liability in Lifesciences, please contact plls@cmslegal.com



10  |  Providing Product Liability expertise in Lifescienes

Sharing knowledge

We have a number of value added services that we offer our clients. We look to identify these 
through feedback, transaction reviews and relationship meetings. Our approach is flexible and 
innovative, and we are always keen to develop services that provide value to our clients. At 
CMS the development of our people is crucial to our business. This is something we extend to 
our clients. We see it as our objective to keep them up-date-to with important legal 
developments and to support them in their roles, to help make their lives easier and deliver on 
their own business objectives. We offer our clients:

Publications
We produce a number of publications and updates (e-guides and printed material) for clients 
covering the latest legal and business developments. We also publish sector related 
e-newsletters containing recent legal updates affecting the industry.

Law-Now 
Law-Now delivers expert commentary and updates on legal issues affecting your world. It is a 
comprehensive online resource and an email alert service. Law-Now offers:
• Content covers: 28 jurisdictions, 75 areas of law and 20 sectors 
• Real time eAlerts: what you need to know ‘hot off the press’ 
• Flexible delivery: receive content when you want to read it; real time, daily or weekly 
• Extensive archive: access a wealth of legal information 
• Zones: areas of in-depth analysis on particular topics 
• Seminars and training from across CMS 

Training Days
We recognise you are very short of time and that tailored short briefings on developments in 
the area of law that impact your business are likely to be of the most use. We suggest we 
discuss this with you and compile a programme that addresses your requirements. We offer 
those training sessions on all legal areas and in all CMS countries.

Webinars
On a CMS Webinar, you get interactive access to knowledge that is critical to your business 
without having to leave your office. During the online sessions, CMS lawyers from a range of 
jurisdictions share background on the latest regulations as well as the challenges and 
opportunities in your sector. Join our webinars and discuss your key issues in real-time with 
peers and experts.

Networking Opportunities
Where appropriate, we can introduce you to others within our CMS client network, giving you 
the opportunity to share ideas, look for opportunities and build relationships with your industry 
peers. We are glad to be in a position to help you and members of your legal team and senior 
management team at all levels to generate useful contacts. As part of our relationship 
management programme, your core team will seek to identify the kinds of organisations it 
would be most useful for you to build relationships with from a commercial and professional 
perspective. 
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Banking & Finance Legal 
Practice of the year (Spain) 
International Finance 
Awards, Acquisition 
International Magazine, 
2014

Joint 3rd, Most Innovative Law 
Firm on Social Responsibility 
(International), FT Innovative 
Lawyers Awards, 2014

Kanzlei Monitor 2015 
(Germany) Product Liability

M&A Legal Adviser  
of the Year (CEE) 
Mergermarket European  
M&A Awards, 2014

Law Firm of the Year 
Award (Hungary) 
Chambers Europe Awards 
for Excellence, 2014

Banking & Finance Germany  
JUVE Awards 2014

Client choice 2015 – 
Recognised for excellence 
in client service

M&A Today Global 2015 
winner
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CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an 
organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely 
provided by CMS EEIG’s member firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its 
member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has any authority to bind 
any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or omissions and not 
those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all of the 
member firms or their offices. 

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol, 
Brussels,  Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, 
Geneva, Glasgow,  Hamburg, Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, 
Madrid, Mexico City, Milan,  Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Paris, Podgorica, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, 
Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai,  Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tehran, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, 
Zagreb and Zurich.

www.cmslegal.com

Your expert legal publications online.

In-depth international legal research  
and insights that can be personalised. 
eguides.cmslegal.com

Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles  
on a variety of topics delivered by email.
www.cms-lawnow.com


