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CMS advises on sale of Darmstadt-based Echo Medien Group to
Rhein Main publishing group

Frankfurt/Main — Rhein Main Holding GmbH & Co. KG, a publishing group headquartered in
Mainz, is acquiring the two Darmstadt-based companies Echo Medien GmbH and SLS
Sudhessische Logistik-Service GmbH & Co. KG. A purchase agreement to this effect has
been signed with the shareholders. The transaction is currently awaiting approval from the
competition authorities. The purchase price was not disclosed.

A team from CMS in Germany headed by lead partner Dr Oliver Wolfgramm advised the
publisher and managing shareholder of Echo Medien, Dr Hans-Peter Bach, on all legal
aspects of the sale. The law firm has thus again worked on a major transaction in the
constantly changing German media market. As recently as early January 2015, CMS advised
Holtzbrinck on the merger of Macmillan Science and Education with Springer
Science+Business Media.

The Echo Medien Group publishes the "Darmstadter Echo" and five other regional
newspapers in southern Hesse with a total circulation of 74,000 copies; the weekly newspaper
"SUWo" has a print run of 350,000 copies. The intention is that the newspapers will continue
to be published after the sale of the group. SLS is a sister company of Echo Medien GmbH
and provides distribution services for in-house and external publications in the region. Each
year it delivers more than 130 million print products. Founded in 1850, the Rhein Main
publishing group is one of the oldest regional media firms in Germany and a leading
information provider in the region. Through its "Rhein Main Presse" brand, the company
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produces 18 newspaper editions each day in Hesse and Rhineland-Palatinate (including the
"Wiesbadener Tagblatt", "Wiesbadener Kurier" and "Allgemeine Zeitung"), reaching up to
510,000 readers. The portfolio also includes several local newspapers, free sheets and some
city magazines. For several years now, Echo Medien and the Rhein Main publishing group
have been jointly operating the Rhein Main printing centre in Risselsheim, one of the most
modern newspaper printing plants in Europe. Its four production lines can produce up to
180,000 newspapers with 48 four-colour pages per hour.
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About CMS Hasche Sigle:

CMS Hasche Sigle is one of the leading commercial law firms in Germany. Proven specialists
provide innovative advice that covers every conceivable national and international
requirement.

More than 600 lawyers, tax advisers and notaries support German and international
companies across a wide range of different industries. Clients include successful SMEs,
global corporations and public institutions. CMS Hasche Sigle has offices in eight major
German business locations, as well as in Brussels, Moscow, Beijing and Shanghai.

For more information, please visit www.cms-hs.com.
About CMS:

Founded in 1999, CMS is a top 10 international law firm, the largest in Europe, based on the
number of lawyers (Am Law 2013 Global 100) and offers specialist advice in many different
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fields. With 59 offices in 33 countries across the world, employing more than 3,000 lawyers,
CMS has longstanding expertise both at advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders.
CMS acts for a large number of Fortune 500 companies and the FT European 500 and for the
majority of the DAX 30.

CMS provides a wide range of expertise across 18 expert practice and sector areas including
Banking and Finance, Commercial, Competition, Corporate/M&A, Dispute Resolution,

Employment, Energy, Intellectual Property, Lifesciences, Real Estate, TMC and Tax.

For more information, please visit www.cmslegal.com.

CMS offices and associated offices: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona,
Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca,
Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Istanbul,
Kyiv, Leipzig, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Mexico City, Milan,
Moscow, Munich, Muscat , Paris, Podgorica, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Sarajevo, Seville,
Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.
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