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Establishing nursing care facilities in Austria and SEE:  
new CMS guide provides overview of investment climate and legal 
framework 

Europe's population is ageing dramatically. This development has – for quite some 
time now – not been affecting only Western Europe but Southeast Europe as well. As a 
result, the demand for retirement and nursing care facilities is increasing and thereby 
becoming more interesting for investors. The new CMS guide "Senior Housing in SEE" 
provides an initial overview of the investment climate in Austria and in the countries of 
Southeast Europe (SEE). 

The life expectancy is rising, and the birth rates are low. All European countries have to deal 
with the same demographic trend: the population is ageing, and the group of the oldest 
seniors is growing rapidly. The trend has also hit Southeast Europe: many regions are 
threatened by severe ageing, a problem aggravated by the rising number of young people 
choosing to emigrate. 

Living as independently as possible in old age, but still being well provided for – the demand 
for needs-based retirement and nursing care facilities is also increasing in the countries of 
Southeast Europe. However, investors have increasingly shifted their attention to this area of 
investment, and they are wondering, which of the countries of Southeast Europe, alongside 
Austria, offer particularly favourable investment climates. 

"As challenging as this issue is in socio-political terms, it is also interesting for investors. We 
are pleased to have created a guide that offers valuable help with regard to the legal 
frameworks for investments in the respective countries," says Gregor Famira, Partner and 
Head of the CMS offices in Croatia and Slovenia. 

Overview of the respective national legal frameworks in Southeast Europe 
The new CMS guide provides answers to these questions. It contains an overview of the 
respective national legal frameworks in Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia, Turkey and Ukraine – jurisdictions in which 
CMS has been providing legal services for many years. In addition to an overview of 
currently applicable law, the guide contains information on the legal structure required to 
operate a nursing care facility, the necessary licenses and permits as well as profit 
restrictions in the various countries. It also contains an overview of possible subsidies as well 
as supervisory authorities in Southeast Europe. 

You can download a free version of the guide "Senior Housing in SEE" here. 

https://cms.law/en/aut/publication/senior-housing-across-see
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About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe.  Because we are specialists, our 
lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and sophistication, both from a legal 
perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly specialised teams consisting of internationally 
experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: M&A, banking and finance, real estate, construction 
law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public procurement.  
 
We not only create sound legal solutions for you but also work to create pragmatic solutions, also with regards to your 
commercial goals. Our solutions correspond as much as possible to your company’s business needs. We operate offices in 
Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kyiv, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Skopje, Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS 
offices together offer clients a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 17 offices across the CEE/SEE region. cms.law  

 
About CMS 
Founded in 1999, CMS is a full-service top 10 international law firm, based on the number of lawyers (Am Law 2018 Global 
100). With 70+ offices in 40+ countries across the world, employing over 4,800 lawyers, CMS has long-standing expertise both 
in advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. CMS acts for a large number of companies listed in the Fortune 500 and 
the FT Europe 500 and for the majority of the companies of the DAX 30. Revenues totalled EUR 1.36bn in 2018. CMS provides 
a wide range of expertise across 19 expert practice and sector areas, including Corporate /M&A, Energy & Climate Change, 
Funds, Life Sciences & Healthcare, TMC, Tax, Banking & Finance, Commercial, Competition & EU, Dispute Resolution, 
Employment & Pensions, Intellectual Property and Real Estate & Construction. 

For more information, please visit cms.law 

CMS offices and associated offices: Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bogotá, 
Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, 
Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luanda, 
Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Mexico City, Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Nairobi, Paris, 
Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Riyadh, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sheffield, 
Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich. 
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