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CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an  
organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely  
provided by CMS EEIG’s member firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its  
member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has any authority to bind  
any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or omissions and not  
those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all  
of the member firms or their offices. 

CMS locations: 
Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, 
Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, 
Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, 
Mexico City, Milan, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Paris, Podgorica, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Sarajevo, 
Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tehran, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

cms.law

Your expert legal publications online.

In-depth international legal research  
and insights that can be personalised. 
eguides.cmslegal.com

Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles  
on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com

2025

CMS equIP



2  |  Title of brochure (7.5 / 10pt)2  |  CMS equIP

C
M

S 
eq

u
IP

Helping you grow in Latin 
America and around the 
world

Starting and building a successful 

business requires a good idea, a lot 

of energy and determination, as 

well as the right opportunities and 

the right people.
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Legal advice at a discounted 
rate

Companies that are part of the equIP ecosystem have access to:

Networking with key 
industry stakeholders and 
investors
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Benefits of being part of CMS equIP

Fixed-price services Added value

A 50% discount off our 
standard hourly rate.

*

Access to exclusive events, 
workshops, and newsletters for 
our members.

This includes an IP health check 
and advisory services for 
investment rounds, stock 
options, and employment terms 
and conditions.*

*The benefit may vary depending on the country.

3  



4  |  Title of brochure (7.5 / 10pt)

Introduction, level 1 (11 / 16pt) uso sutiur orest 
aligni illore et eum doloreniam vid escipsuso. 
Elique nobis ossita noneto, testibusdam vitase 
aut rum et rem lis accum rest vol ma quibus 
nimagis es quam fugit andelluptate.

Sub-heading, level 4 (9 / 12pt)

Copy text (9 / 12pt): Dolore, cullent incider itinull non eto 
occatusae las con porepel luptate culparci del experovit 
officto con ped quost aperum aut officta:

	— Sequidunt et vereped ut rem verrore pedipsum 
invente mporis eossim venis rerro. 

	— Dolum expliatustis quis sero con est initaspe quis 
nimodiatur, odit pellecum aboreiur. 

	— Autemped magnam, imiliqui ut latusda ecabo:
	∙ ehendel loribusa ea pos ma, 
	∙ eati reperum nim quisquassim re nus, 
	∙ volupis acium remossu ntiuntint.

	— Latempores undandus eumqui sustrum niendiscia 
illabor rovidebit volor re siminciur, simint.

	— Harum ne sunt quae percienditis enis ipsus verus.

Faccaep turiati officatur remque ilibusanto odit que plab 
provid quodit, consero beatet doloru aut dolum equo 
vel endebist, conessi temque ex elis reium cum aspic tor 
omnihil es et deruptur alitis venda porum alique verov 
endunt. Atem excerat. Otatemquo blab il in re volendus 
idi berfern atquuntis exero vendestion et, omnimusan 
doles debist exces ulparum voluptam velia isiniendamor 
quo bea ium, endi cuptia as quate nobit.

Sub-heading, level 4 (9 / 12pt)

Modisinciam faces mo in consentur reperum, ipsunt este 
pre conse consequiatia cullaniet aut pra ne con et que 
volores temporepe et quiat mi, volum iumendi pienimilo 
idist, ut quis illuptatur, quatur? Moluptatiae. Nam, quat 
am usciis autat eos dolorunt as nem ex eatur aspedi que 
dus sint es ea quiam facerch illiquaecto tectus, torestor 
hilique et voluptatem lamuscilicia diti conse ex enim qui 
qui ut facimi, se volum et es maio dentio. Itatus quibus 
voluptate nim exerchi llores aliti dendis cullect orruntom 
tatiis apicipsam, sa conet est faccum fuga. Ut perfercit 
earchicimint et et inum quianisi volum dolupidebit latine 
sitate mint versus liquat.

Em sus abores iliquiam, is ea saeptas nempos aperu et 
ea se porrum nullaborit velitatem vent, quaturi tasperer 
rore et repratiossi omnitibus quatqui amusanist, sedor 
dustemporest aut liqui numquia nectis et rem aboruma 
ne modit et, commoloria erio. Bit voluptas istar eume 
estemquamus experis quo estibusa simentur?

Sub-heading, level 4 (9 / 12pt)

Udaersp isiminv enihiliamet laborestiur, sitatur? Pequis 
ea sum adioriost, conemporum excestrum a volumquos 
quissin ctaquatur maximporio blaccab oresequ ianimil 
ipidest haruptas quias sam asit acera nist lam autatemer 
era vit, si bera non et peribeatiis es illabor ionsed eaqu 
que voluptae nis magnisi millessime voluptatus dollabor 
it explabo reptas amet, corem. De con nulle escipsam, 
simil inisquatis eaque qui uta ex excepra comnihitiumer 
quam, te dolest dolo dolorrum est et alit est, aditium 
rem ulparunto blabo est ommo corpore pudir.

Heading, level 4 (30 / 36pt)

At CMS, we love helping startups grow, especially 

in Latin America, a region that is becoming 

increasingly attractive for businesses. Working with 

entrepreneurs in the region on groundbreaking 

ideas, fostering growth and innovation in the tech 

sector, and supporting the future stars of the 

industry is our greatest motivation.

At an early stage, legal advice may seem like a low 

priority, especially given the associated costs. 

However, for a company to scale successfully, 

particularly when investors are involved, having the 

right foundation is essential.

There are many frustrations and obstacles to 

starting a business. Sometimes it seems like you 

spend more time negotiating with investors and 

lawyers than actually delivering on your promises. 

This frustration multiplies every time the business 

needs to expand, enter a new market, seek legal 

advice under the laws of a different country, or 

structure a deal in another jurisdiction. CMS equIP 

helps your business get where you want it to go.
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Title of chapter / subchapter (7.5 / 10pt)

Sub-heading, level 5 (9 / 12pt) 

Em sus abores iliquiam, is ea saeptas nempos aperu et 
ea se porrum nullaborit velitatem vent, quaturi tasperer 
rore et repratiossi omnitibus quatqui amusanist, sedor 
dustemporest aut liqui numquia nectis et rem aboruma 
ne modit et, commoloria erio. 

Nnimporro et volorruptium sa quidelestis et escipsus.
Sim fuga. Ario. Nam faccabo:

	— To quis as eium faccullabor ra dolore sit et qui ilitio 
dolorep ersped ma cum eceaquid.

	— Pro experferit ut as as autatur alitat rem:
	∙ deratur, omnisim ut omnient,
	∙ unt moluptatem si descim si odis, 
	∙ remos et prationseque.

	— Mostio bea nusciendicid expliquibust undam uter 
molleceptate doloratuste.

	— Maior acerunt, se volorunt vel eveliae.

Ducid quia veliti verumquodis nust exped et aut expedis 
blanihil expere dolestrum harunt es intiur, voluptusam 
renimusapere ea eum saperna temporit offici nobis exer 
pes corpora vellani enditatur rem eosape aborerro imu 
santiatempel et debisim rerum autaquam doloresequate 
labo. Ediorro ribusae. Nam, con et et audi ulpa alitam 
ipsam as explaut labo. Nem. Itatusa pidempor adis rator 
modit facepeliquo to mincius. Ferum nitiber natquae na 
et ligendae pore ommolore, sitiaspernam.

Citation (11 / 16pt) Lorem ipsm dolor 
sit amet, adipiscing erat volutpat.

Author (9 / 12pt)

Sub-heading, level 5 (9 / 12pt)

Natium nonserum ever con ra cum laboremperro mos 
nisitatur aut atem cum harum rescien destibus rectibuse 
inti blaboriati consectotas consequae et optatemo est 
volupta cuptatum dolupidion rem. Ut venducillaut asom 
inverio is et dolorrum de voluptatatia vendebitiusa seq 
nam at as voles eaque voluptas dolest lanias recuptassun  
dendicillam voluptate nate nihil ipic te non nimendam 
haria soluptusae. Apeless erferi est sequist eum dolenim 
invenda ndunti nihilluptur? Sum que ex et volut lates 
simporibere eos sinimus ea voluptatem fuga. Utare que 
rerum nihil mod ex exeritatus, temposa que invelibus 
verum, coreica tionem idem ium. 

De lam nusa ius non pero iur resequi omnimus et accuse 
et volut unt am, volestius untinve ndandam conet lasit 
lantiandus dis nus atia volorer chicid et alia parcia quoso 
eliquae. Isci cor audae qui sunt ut eatureim qui dolupta 
ventem consequis qui as doluptatur.

Venture Capital

From the initial concept to an acquisition, an inicial public offering, or establishing itself as a 

market leader, a business venture must consider a wide range of legal advice, including advice 

related to:

Commercial Agreements

Employment contracts

Industrial property 
protection

Shareholder agreements

Corporate structuring

Invoice issuance

Estate planning

Terms and conditions

Compliance

Intellectual property 
protection

Data protection

Stock options plans

Asset protection

Tax returns
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Fixed price menu

Intellectual property (IP) health check: IP is vital for the future of your 
business. Our IP health check service, provided by our IP team, helps you 
maximize this value throughout the life of your company.

Investment rounds: Raising capital is an essential part of your growth, and 
we will use our experience and network of investors to help you secure the 
funding you need.

Stock option pool:  Stock options are a viable alternative as a form of 
compensation, helping you attract and retain top talent. We can assist you 
in implementing mutually beneficial compensation systems based on stock 
options.

Employment: Keeping your team happy is essential. equIP gives you access 
to our employment law services at a fixed rate to help you protect your 
company’s interests in a simple and cost-effective way.

Website terms and conditions: Our lawyers, with extensive experience in 
the technology sector, will ensure that you gain the trust of your customers 
and potential investors, while protecting your business.

Corporate services: It is essential that you structure your company in the 
most appropriate way, anticipating its future growth. Our team will advise 
you to ensure that your corporate documents and structure are suitable for 
your needs, both now and as the company grows.

Data protection: Our specialists will analyze your business and suggest the 
steps you should take when processing and managing data in the future.

6  |  CMS equIP
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Who are we?

We are a leading international, full-service law firm with 
deep local roots and over 45 years of experience 
advising local and multinational clients. We provide 
specialized legal advice with strong management skills 
and a strategic approach, supported by a team of nearly 
100 local lawyers specializing in various practice areas, 
and a global network of 7,200 lawyers with offices in 
50 countries.

We have been recognized by leading legal rankings in 
the following categories:

We are specialists in the technology and startup sector 
in each of the Latin American countries where we 
operate, with experience helping companies grow and 
expand internationally.

A full-service legal firm with a strong focus on 
Technology, Media and Telecommunications

5 offices and more than 200 lawyers in Latin America.

We work with some of the most important players in 
the technology industry, as well as with new and 
emerging digital disruptors.

7  
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The roadmap for startups and 
common legal issues

CMS equIP Launch

DesignConcept Development

Maturity Sale/
OPV

Growth

Series A

Series B/C

Stock 

options

Intellectual property 
health check,
Corporate health 
check,
Employment law 
health check, terms 
and conditions

Seed funding 
round,
Employment 
contracts
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With CMS equIP, you have the support of a 

team of specialized lawyers with offices 

worldwide who invest in your business and 

protect it to help it grow.

It is a program dedicated to supporting 

startups and emerging businesses with high 

growth potential. We help companies 

understand how to expand into local and 

international markets and connect them with 

investment ecosystems across all regions.

equIP was launched in the UK in January 2016 

and has since expanded internationally. In 

Latin America, it has a presence in Brazil, Chile, 

Colombia, Mexico, and Peru.

The program provides ongoing and continuous 

legal advice, covering all the routine legal 

matters your company may encounter, 

including corporate, employment, tax, venture 

capital, intellectual property, and data 

protection issues.

What is CMS equIP?

9  
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We are an international law firm that provides 

our clients with top-tier legal advice through 

our global and regional network. Our team of 

specialized lawyers is available to support 

entrepreneurs, offering a unique program that 

allows them to access certain benefits without 

compromising the quality and standard of our 

legal services.

With our specialized legal advice, you can have 

peace of mind knowing you are protected at 

every stage of your business journey, allowing 

you to focus on growing your company. 

Starting a business legally and with expert 

guidance is the best way to avoid problems 

and safeguard your interests.

Why CMS equIP?
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How to apply?

1

Fill out the form located on the equIP 

website. (CMS) and then apply to the 

program by completing a form about your 

business. There is an initial screening 

process conducted by the program 

committee, headed by Juan Camilo 

Rodríguez and Lorenzo Villegas-

Carrasquilla, partners at the firm.

2

3

Once they pass this initial screening, the 

entrepreneurs must present their project 

to the company, where the program 

committee will ask them questions about 

their business and its viability.

Once this final screening process is 

completed, a formal business contract will 

be sent to you, which will need to be 

signed by both the company and the 

startup.

11  
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CMS equIP is now active in more than 20 countries.

Globally, we have worked with over 100 companies, including Sonaltyc*, 

Appyparking, Crowdicity, and Passie.

*While part of the equIP program, Sonaltyc was acquired by Spotify.

In September 2019, CMS equIP was recognized at the FT’s Innovative 

Lawyers Europe Awards.

We are partners with leading startup communities such as Startup 

Grind.

Did you know that...
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Your CMS equIP contacts in Latin America

Ted Rhodes
Partner
T +55 21 37 22 9831
E ted.rhodes@cms-cmno.com

Brasil

Diego Rodríguez
Partner
T +56 22 485 20 73
E diego.rodriguez@cms-ca.com

Chile

..................................................

Juan Camilo Rodríguez
Partner
T +57 601 325 1114
E juan.rodriguez@cms-ra.com

Colombia

..................................................

Lorenzo Villegas-Carrasquilla
Partner
T +57 601 325 1114
E lorenzo.villegas@cms-ra.com

César Lechuga
Partner
T +52 55 2623 0552
E cesar.lechuga@cms-wll.com

México

Héctor González
Partner
T +52 55 2623 0552
E hector.gonzalez@cms-wll.com

Juan Carlos Escudero
Partner
T +51 1 513 9430
E juancarlos.escudero@cms-grau.com

Perú

........................................................

Cecilia Kahn
Partner
T +51 1 513 9430
E cecilia.kahn@cms-grau.com

5

5 offices in Latin 

America

Nominated by 

Chambers and 

Partners as 

“Regional South 

America Practice 

of 2019”

+50 partners +200 Lawyers Continuously 

recognized by 

TTR for both the 

number and 

total value of 

mergers and 

acquisitions 

transactions.

+ +
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Apply here 

https://cms.law/en/int/insight/start-ups


14  |  Title of brochure (7.5 / 10pt)

Heading, level 3 (26 / 31.2pt)

Country (9 / 12pt)
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Contact (9 / 12pt): member firm
Street No.
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Country

Contact / Person (9 / 12pt)
Function / department
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Country
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Street No.
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Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com

The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not 
purport to constitute legal or professional advice. 

CMS is an international organisation of independent law firms ("CMS" Member Firms).CMS LTF 
Limited (CMS LTF) is a company limited by guarantee incorporated in England & Wales (no.  15367752) 
whose registered office is at Cannon Place, 78 Cannon Street, London EC4N 6AF United Kingdom. 
CMS LTF coordinates the CMS organisation of independent law firms. CMS LTF provides no client 
services. Such services are solely provided by CMS LTF’s member firms in their respective jurisdictions. 
CMS LTF and each of its member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has 
any authority to bind any other. CMS LTF and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or 
omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer 
to some or all of the member firms or their offices; details can be found under “legal information” in 
the footer of cms.law.

CMS locations:
Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade,Bengaluru, Bergen, Berlin, 
Bogotá, Bratislava, Brisbane, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Chennai, Cologne, 
Dubai, Dublin, Duesseldorf, Ebene, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Funchal, Geneva, Glasgow, Gothenburg, 
Gurugram, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Hyderbad, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, 
Liverpool, Ljubljana, London, Luanda, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Maputo, Mexico City, 
Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Mumbai, Munich, Muscat, Nairobi, NewDelhi, Oslo, Paris, Podgorica, 
Poznan, Prague, Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Riyadh, Rome, Santiago de Chile, São Paulo, Sarajevo, 
Shanghai, Sheffield, Silicon Valley, Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Stavanger, Stockholm, Strasbourg, 
Stuttgart, Sydney, Tel Aviv, Tirana, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

Further information can be found at cms.law©
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